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Vice President Joe Biden, with Attorney General Eric Holder at left, speaks during a meeting with victims’ groups and gun safety 
organizations in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 


Biden, Meeting Gun Control Advocates, Vows Action 


Sinking 

feeling 

M. SANTORA 
M. FLEGENHEIMER 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - A ferry packed 
with hundreds of com¬ 
muters from New Jersey 
crashed as it was docking 
in Lower Manhattan on 
Wednesday morning, injur¬ 
ing several dozen passen- 
; i : n 



The Seastreak Wall Street 
ferry servicing New York 
City crashed into the 
mooring in lower Manhattan, 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 

gers, emergency officials 
said. 

The force of the crash was 
so strong that it sent pas¬ 
sengers, many of whom 
were standing and prepar¬ 
ing to disembark, flying into 
the air and crashing into 
one another, walls, win¬ 
dows and seats, accord¬ 
ing to several passenger 
accounts. 

The cause of the accident, 
which occurred around 
8:45 a.m. at Pier 11, at 
South Street and Gouver- 
neur Lane, was not imme¬ 
diately clear, according to 
a spokesman for the New 
York Fire Department. 

A large gash in the ferry 
could be seen, and pas¬ 
sengers described a huge 
jolt as the ferry pulled into 
the dock. 


Continued on Page 2 


MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Vice 
President Joe Biden on 
Wednesday vowed swift 
steps by the federal gov¬ 
ernment to confront gun 
violence as he met at the 
White House with represen¬ 
tatives of about a dozen 
gun control organizations. 
“The president and I are 
determined to take ac¬ 
tion. This is not an exercise 
in photo opportunities," 
Biden said as photogra¬ 
phers were given a chance 
to take pictures before the 
closed-door meeting. 
During the two-hour meet¬ 


ing, participants said, 
Biden and Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Eric H. Holder Jr. told 
the group that President 
Barack Obama was plan¬ 
ning a comprehensive ef¬ 
fort to pass legislation and 
use executive orders to 
prevent gun violence. 
“Clearly they are not talk¬ 
ing about just having a 
conversation with the 
American people,” said 
John Feinblatt, who at¬ 
tended the meeting on 
behalf of Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg, an outspoken 
advocate for greater gun 
control measures. 

Feinblatt, a top aide to 


Bloomberg, said Biden 
promised both a “legisla¬ 
tive plan that could be 
achieved and a plan for 
executive actions.” 

“Both those things are go¬ 
ing to be pursued,” he said. 
The meeting was part of 
Biden’s effort to develop 
proposals for Obama and 
Congress in the wake of 
the mass shooting in New¬ 
town, Conn., last month. 
A panel led by Biden is 
scheduled to offer recom¬ 
mendations some time this 
month. 

Offering a glimpse of the 
approach that he might 
take, Biden hinted that his 


group was not likely to rec¬ 
ommend an all-or-nothing 
approach to the issue of 
gun violence. 

“We are not going to get 
caught up in the notion un¬ 
less we can do everything, 
we’re not going to do any¬ 
thing,” Biden said. 

Among those at the White 
House were representa¬ 
tives of the Brady Cam¬ 
paign to End Gun Vio¬ 
lence, Mayors Against Ille¬ 
gal Guns, States United to 
Prevent Gun Violence and 
several state gun control 
organizations. 


Continued on Page 4 
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Dozens injured in ferry accident in Manhattan 


clip - 11 to 16 mph - when Seastreak Ferry, provides Charles Rowe, a spokes- 

it hit one of two loading daily service from Atlantic man for the Coast Guard, 

barges that extend from Highlands and Highlands in said initial reports indicat- 



Emergency personnel assist injured passengers after a ferry crash at Pier 11, at South Street and 
Gouverneur Lane, in New York, Jan. 9,2013. The ferry crashed as it was docking in Lower Manhat¬ 
tan Wednesday morning, injuring at least 57 people, according to emergency officials. 

(Michael Appleton/The New York Times) 


Continued from front 

“Basically it was 60 to zero,” 
said Steve Mann, 39, a pas¬ 
senger on the ferry, which 
left New Jersey at 8 a.m. 
“When we hit the dock ev¬ 
erybody went flying.” 
Nearly 60 people were hurt, 
according to emergency 
officials, and a number of 
passengers were taken off 
the boat on flatboards with 
their heads and necks im¬ 
mobilized. 

Janette Sadik-Khan, the 
New York City transporta¬ 
tion commissioner, said 
two people were critically 
injured and nine others 
were being treated for se¬ 
rious wounds. Dozens of 
others sustained less severe 
injuries. 

Both passengers with criti¬ 
cal injuries suffered head 
trauma, fire officials said. 
The injured were sent to 
several area hospitals, in¬ 
cluding one in Brooklyn. 
Sadik-Khan said the ferry 
was moving at a steady 


the pier. The ferry then hit a 
second loading dock, she 
said. 

The ferry, operated by 


New Jersey to Lower Man¬ 
hattan, and can accom¬ 
modate several hundred 
passengers. 


ed that there were 326 
passengers and five crew 
members on the ferry. 

At the time of the accident, 


the ferry was approaching 
the dock and many peo¬ 
ple were standing, lined 
up and preparing to exit, 
which may have made it 
harder for them to brace 
at the time of impact. Pas¬ 
sengers also reported con¬ 
fusion after the accident, 
with dozens of people 
scrambling to rush off the 
vessel. 

The most severely injured 
were thrown down stairs, 
officials said. None of the 
passengers were thrown 
into the frigid water, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Brett Cebulash, 50, a pas¬ 
senger from Monmouth 
Beach, N.J., said every¬ 
thing had seemed normal 
as the boat, the “Seastreak 
Wall Street,” approached 
Manhattan. 

“We rolled in slowly like we 
normally do, but it didn't 
stop this time,” Cebulash 
said. “People were obvi¬ 
ously shook up. And peo¬ 
ple tried to help the people 
who were most injured.”□ 


Fierce winter storm batters Mideast; casualties reported 


BARBARA SURK 
JAMAL HALABY 
Associated Press 
AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — 

The fiercest winter storm 
to hit the Mideast in years 
brought a rare foot of snow 
to Jordan on Wednesday, 
caused fatal accidents 
in Lebanon and the West 
Bank, and disrupted traffic 
on fhe Suez Canal in Egypf. 
At least eight people died 
across the region. 

In Lebanon, the Red Cross 
said storm-related acci¬ 
dents killed six people over 
the past two days. Several 
drowned after slipping 
into rivers from flooded 
roads, one person froze to 
death and another died 
after his car went off a slip¬ 
pery road, according to 
George Kettaneh, Opera¬ 
tions Director for the Leba¬ 
nese Red Cross. 

In the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, a Palestinian of¬ 
ficial said fwo West Bank 
women drowned after 
their car was caught in 
a flash flood on Tuesday. 
Nablus Deputy Gover¬ 
nor Annan Atirah said the 


women abandoned their 
vehicle after it got stuck on 
a flooded road, and their 
bodies were apparently 
swept away by surging wa¬ 
ters. Their driver was hospi¬ 


talized in critical condition. 
In the Gaza Strip, civil de¬ 
fense spokesman Moham¬ 
med al-Haj Yousef said 
sforms cut electricity to 
thousands of Palesfinian 
homes and rescuers were 


senf to evacuate dozens 
of people. 

Parfs of Israel were bracing 
for snow a day after the 
military was forced fo send 
helicopters and rubber din¬ 


ghies to rescue residents 
stranded by floodwaters. 
In Jerusalem, streets were 
mostly empty as light snow 
began to stick Wednes¬ 
day night. School was 
canceled for the next day 


because of the weather, 
which Israeli meteorologists 
said was the stormiest in a 
decade. 

The unusual weather over 
the past few days hit vul¬ 
nerable Syrian refugees 
living in tent camps very 
hard, particularly some 
50,000 sheltering in the 
Zaatari camp in Jordan’s 
northern desert. Torrential 
rains over four days have 
flooded some 200 tents 
and forced women and 
infants to evacuate in tem¬ 
peratures that dipped be¬ 
low freezing at night, whip¬ 
ping wind and lashing rain. 
“It’s been freezing cold 
and constant rain for the 
past four days," lamented 
Ahmad Tobara, 44, who 
evacuated his tent when 
its shafts submerged in 
flood water in Zaatari. A 
camp spokesman said 
that by Wednesday, some 
1,500 refugees had been 
displaced within the camp 
and were now living in mo¬ 
bile homes normally used 
for schools. 

Weather officials said winds 
exceeded 45 miles (70 kilo¬ 


meters) per hour and the 
rain left two feet (70 cen¬ 
timeters) of water on the 
streets. 

The storm dumped at least 
a foot of snow on many 
parts of Jordan and was 
accompanied by lashing 
wind, lightning and thun¬ 
der. It shut schools, strand¬ 
ed motorists and delayed 
international flights, Jor¬ 
danian weatherman Mo¬ 
hammed Samawi said. The 
unusually heavy snowfall 
blocked sfreefs in fhe capi¬ 
tal Amman and isolated 
remote villages, prompting 
warnings from authorities 
for people to stay home as 
snow plows tried to reopen 
clogged roads. It forced at 
least 400 families to evacu¬ 
ate their homes and move 
to government shelters 
overnight. 

Samawi called it the “fierc¬ 
est storm to hit the Mideast 
in the month of January in 
at least 30 years.” 

The snowstorm followed 
four days of torrential rain, 
which caused flooding 
in many areas across the 
country .□ 



A man walks on snow covered streets in the mountain town 
of Bhamdoun, east of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Jan. 9, 
2013. The fiercest winter storm to hit the Middle East in years 
has unleashed flash flooding, strong winds and a snowstorm 
that killed eight people in the past few days, according to the 
Lebanese Red Cross. 

(AP Photo/Bilal Hussein) 
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Q&A ON THE NEWS Hagel sets record straight on Iran stance 


©2013 Cox Newspapers 

Q: Why did the mother of the young man responsible for 
the Sandy Hook shootings have two handguns and a 
high-powered rifle in her house? 

- Eddie Webster, Dallas, Ga. 

A: Nancy Lanza, the mother of Adam Lanza, was a gun 
enthusiast who enjoyed target shooting and often talked 
about her collection, according to published reports. She 
also kept them for home defense. 

Among her registered guns, Nancy Lanza owned a Bush- 
master .223-caliber AR-15, a semiautomatic rifle; and a 
Glock 10mm and a Sig Sauer 9mm, both handguns. All 
three were found near the body of Adam Lanza, who 
killed himself after killing 20 children and six school em¬ 
ployees Dec. 4 in the attack at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn., according to The Associated 
Press. 

Lanza killed Nancy Lanza before going to the school, po¬ 
lice have said. 

Q: Is there a precise definition of an assault weapon? 

-- George Cain, Marietta, Ga. 

A: The Federal Assault Weapons Ban, which was part of 
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994, prohibited the manufacturing of 19 types of semi¬ 
automatic weapons, including AK-47s, Uzis and TEC-9s, 
according to The Associated Press, but didn’t put a pre¬ 
cise definition on the term. The ban expired in 2004. Con¬ 
necticut describes an assault weapon as "any selective- 
fire firearm capable of fully automatic, semi-automatic or 
burst fire at the option of the user.” It lists guns the state 
defines as assault weapons here: www.jud.ct.gov/ji/crim- 
inal/glossary/assaultweapon.htm. 

Q: Ford has a commercial that says something to the ef¬ 
fect of, "Ford is America’s top-selling brand." What do 
they mean by this? Is it domestic vehicle production, do¬ 
mestic car production, world production? It seems to be 
such an ambiguous statement that they could say that it’s 
true no matter how it was questioned. What is the truth? 

- Fred Scanling, Big Canoe, Ga. 

A: Ford sold nearly 2.2 million cars in the U.S. in 2012, the 
only brand or "nameplate” to reach 2 million in domestic 
sales last year, a spokesman with J.D. Power and Associ¬ 
ates told Q-and-A on the News in an email. Ford is consid¬ 
ered a nameplate of Ford Motor Co., which also includes 
Lincoln, and had combined sales was 2.25 million in 2012, 
John Tews wrote.Ford said no other nameplate has had 
more than 2 million sales in the U.S. since 2007, before the 
recession. 

Q: I recently read a story about a proposed 1-285 in North 
Carolina that will connect 1-85 to Winston-Salem. Doesn't 
either the U.S. Department of Transportation or the Fed¬ 
eral Highway Administration prohibit the use of duplicate 
route numbers to minimize confusion? 

-- Lance DeLoach, Thomaston, Ga. 

A: 1-285 in Atlanta and the one that will connect 1-85 with 
Winston-Salem, N.C., are classified as local loops, and any 
city near 1-85 can "have a loop named 285," a spokes¬ 
man with the Federal Highway Administration told Q-and- 
A on the News. "It’s a bypass for 1-85 traffic, like the one 
in Atlanta, a local viaduct,” he said. The interstate system 
is based on two-digit numbers (1-85 or 1-75, for example), 
although there are single-digit interstates, and any three- 
digit offshoot is considered a local, or auxiliary, spur, he 
said. There is an 1-185 that connects 1-85 with Columbus in 
Georgia and another 1-185 in Greenville, S.C.Q 


LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s 
pick for defense secretary. 
Chuck Hagel, is meeting 
with senior Pentagon staff 
to try to set the record 
straight about his stand 
on Iran, saying he backs 
strong international sanc¬ 
tions against Tehran and 
believes all options, includ¬ 
ing military action, should 
be on the table, defense 
officials said Wednesday. 

In private meetings with 
top military and defense 
leaders and staff this week, 
Hagel sought to counter 
critics who say he is soft 
on Iran and would be the 
most antagonistic secre¬ 
tary toward Israel. S 
enior defense officials who 
have met with Hagel said 
he told them that his views 
on Iran have been misrep¬ 
resented and that he has 
long backed international 
sanctions. 

Hagel, a former Repub¬ 
lican senator, has been 
given space on the Pen¬ 
tagon's third floor and a 
small staff so he can begin 
preparing for what will like¬ 
ly be a contentious con¬ 
gressional hearing on his 
nomination. 

Already this week, Hagel 
has had dinner and lunch 
with Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta and met with 
Joint Chiefs Chairman Mar¬ 
tin Dempsey and Deputy 
Defense Secretary Ashton 
Carter. He also has begun 
making calls to senators to 
answer questions and lay 
out his positions on key na¬ 
tional security issues. 

Critics have zeroed in on 
statements Hagel has 
made questioning the 


wisdom of a military strike 
by either the U.S. or Israel 
against Iran. As a senator, 
he voted against unilateral 


economic sanctions on 
Tehran, although he sup¬ 
ports the joint international 
penalties Obama also pre¬ 
fers. Hagel also irritated 
some Israel backers with his 
reference to the “Jewish 
lobby” in the United States. 
A handful of Republican 
senators have already an¬ 
nounced opposition to 
their former colleague, 
and some Democrats 
have expressed unease 
with the choice. But it is 


likely that, in the end, sena¬ 
tors will confirm the Viet¬ 
nam veteran — who was 
twice awarded the Purple 


Heart — as Obama’s third 
defense chief. 

Defense officials said Hagel 
told senior policy staff in a 
meeting Wednesday that 
he strongly supports mul¬ 
tilateral sanctions against 
Iran and that Tehran must 
be prevented from acquir¬ 
ing nuclear weapons. The 
officials spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized 
to publicly discuss the pri¬ 
vate meeting. □ 



Former Nebraska Sen. Chuck Hagel speaks in the East Room of 
the White House in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


Official; AG, HHS, VA heads to stay 


KEN THOMAS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

White House official says 
Attorney General Eric Hold¬ 
er and the secretaries of 
Health and Human Servic¬ 
es and Veterans Affairs will 
remain with the Obama 
administration as it enters a 
second term. 

The official said Holder, 


who leads the Justice De¬ 
partment, and HHS Secre¬ 
tary Kathleen Sebelius and 
VA Secretary Eric Shinseki 
will remain with the admin¬ 
istration amid changes to 
the Cabinet as President 
Barack Obama moves into 
his second term. 

Labor Secretary Hilda Solis 
submitted her resignation. 
The official, who spoke on 


condition of anonymity to 
discuss personnel changes, 
said the three remaining of¬ 
ficials were not an exhaus¬ 
tive list of which Cabinef 
members intended to stay. 
Obama has received some 
criticism that his initial Cabi¬ 
net choices for fhe Stafe 
Department and Defense 
Department do not reflect 
the nation’s diversity. □ 
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Holmes took self 
portraits before 
theater shooting 

Associated Press 
CENTENNIAL Colorado 
(AP) — The suspected gun¬ 
man in last year’s Colo¬ 
rado theater shooting 
used a cell phone to take 
self-portraits the night of 
the attack, sticking out his 
tongue, smiling and posing 
with a dock pistol, prose¬ 
cutors said Wednesday. 
The judge said he will 
rule by Friday on whether 
James Holmes will stand 
trial in one of the country’s 
worst mass shootings. 

The defense decided not 
to call witnesses to tes¬ 
tify about Holmes’ mental 
health at the hearing. They 
have said the 25-year-old is 
mentally ill and are expect¬ 
ed to present an insanity 
defense. 

The July attack left 12 dead 
and 70 injured. 

Prosecutors this week have 
argued that Holmes acted 
with deliberation and ex¬ 
treme indifference, and on 
Wednesday they showed 
photos they say Holmes 
took of himself and his ar¬ 
senal hours before the at¬ 
tack. 

The cell phone photos in¬ 
clude one of Holmes stick¬ 
ing out his tongue. His eyes 
are narrowed. 

On either side of his head 
are curls of red hair pro¬ 
truding up like horns. 

Sgt. Matthew Fyles testi¬ 
fied that Holmes also wore 
black contact lenses at the 
time the photo was taken. 
In another photo taken 
that evening. Holmes grins 
at the camera, with the 
muzzle of a dock pistol be¬ 
low his face. □ 


Biden, meeting gun control advocates, vows action 


Continued from front 

“I want to hear about your 
experiences,” Biden, sitting 
next to Holder, said to the 
group. “I'm convinced that 
we can affect the well-be¬ 
ing of millions of Americans 
and take thousands of 
people out of harm’s way 
if we act responsibly." 


Feinblatt said the consen¬ 
sus at the meeting was to 
seek broad changes to 
law that would include an 
assault weapons ban, limits 
on high-capacity maga¬ 
zines for ammunition, bet¬ 
ter enforcement measures, 
a gun-trafficking statute 
and improved data for 
background checks. 


He said the advocates also 
pushed for executive ac¬ 
tions that would not require 
congressional approval, 
including new efforts by 
the Justice Department 
to prosecute people who 
lie on their background 
checks. 

Feinblatt said that some of 
the people in the meeting 


told personal stories of grief 
that reminded the others 
around the table that “this 
is not some abstract exer¬ 
cise." 

Biden made it clear that 
doing nothing about gun 
violence was not an option 
under consideration. But 
he also said that his group 
would meet with gun own¬ 
ers and gun rights groups - 
including the National Rifle 
Association - that oppose 
significant new gun restric¬ 
tions. 

“I've also invited the gun 
owners and the NRA to 
come and make their case 
as well,” Biden said. “We 
are reaching out to all par¬ 
ties on whatever side of this 
debate that you fall.” 

He added: “But the presi¬ 
dent is going to act. There 
is executive action that 
can be taken. We haven't 
decided what that is yet.” 
In addition to the NRA, 
representatives from Wal- 
Mart, whose stores are the 
largest seller of guns in the 
country, will also attend a 
meeting with the vice pres¬ 
ident on Thursday.Q 



Dan Gross, President of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, center, speaks outside the 
White House in Washington, Wednesday, Jan. 9,2013, following a meeting with Vice President Joe 
Biden, victims' groups and gun safety organizations in the Eisenhower Executive Office Building 
on the White House complex 


Documents show battle over lotto winner’s estate 


JASON KEYSER 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — The 

widow of an Indian-born 
lottery winner who au¬ 
thorities say was poisoned 
with cyanide has battled 
with his siblings over con¬ 
trol of his estate, including 
his $425,000 prize money, 
court documents show. 
Urooj Khan, who owned 
several dry cleaning op¬ 
erations and some real es¬ 
tate, died suddenly on July 
20, just days before he was 


fo collect his winnings from 
the Illinois Lottery. 

With no signs of trauma, 
authorities initially ruled 
he died of natural causes, 
but a relative came for¬ 
ward with suspicions that 
prompted a fuller exami¬ 
nation that led to the star¬ 
tling conclusion that he 
was intentionally poisoned. 
The probate court docu¬ 
ments, reviewed by The As¬ 
sociated Press on Wednes¬ 
day, shed no light on the 
circumstances of Khan's 


death, but they do add 
a layer of drama to an al¬ 
ready incredibly baffling 
case. 

As they work to unravel 
the mystery, police, pros¬ 
ecutors and the medical 
examiner have revealed 
little, naming no suspects 
and declining to say if the 
lottery win might have pre¬ 
sented a motive. 

In another development 
Wednesday, a lawyer for 
the man’s widow, Sha- 
bana Ansari, said Chicago 


police detectives ques¬ 
tioned her in November for 
more than four hours at a 
police station and execut¬ 
ed a search warrant on the 
two-story home where she 
lived with Khan. 

Attorney Steven Kozicki 
said Ansari maintains she 
had nothing to do with the 
death of her 46-year-old 
husband and he has no in¬ 
dication that investigators 
might be looking at her as 
a potential suspect in the 
case.Q 
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Free Wi-Fi from Google on streets of Chelsea 


IRS’ taxpayer 
advocate 
calls 

for overhaul 

CATHERINE RAMPELL 
© 2013 New York Times 

Lawmakers need to over¬ 
haul the tax code com¬ 
pletely to reduce the “sig¬ 
nificant, even unconscio¬ 
nable, burden” placed 
on taxpayers just to file 
a tax return, the Internal 
Revenue Service’s om¬ 
budsman told Congress 
on Wednesday. 

In her legally required an¬ 
nual report to Congress, 
the national taxpayer 
advocate, Nina E. Olson, 
estimated that individu¬ 
als and businesses spend 
about 6.1 billion hours a 
year complying with tax¬ 
filing requirements. That 
adds up to the equiva¬ 
lent of more than 3 million 
full-time workers, or more 
than the number of jobs 
on the entire federal gov¬ 
ernment's payroll. 

And filing is only becom¬ 
ing more complicated as 
lawmakers haggle over 
new tax breaks. 

Since 2001, Congress has 
made nearly 5,000 chang¬ 
es to the U.S. tax code, or 
more than one a day on 
average. Nine in 10 tax¬ 
payers now pay money, 
for professional prepar¬ 
ers or often-expensive 
commercial tax software, 
to figure out how much 
money they owe the gov¬ 
ernment. One of the ad¬ 
vocate's suggestions for 
streamlining the tax code 
was to repeal the alterna¬ 
tive minimum tax, a par¬ 
allel tax system intended 
to make sure rich Ameri¬ 
cans pay a fair amount 
in taxes, which is increas¬ 
ingly engulfing middle- 
class taxpayers. Another 
was to reduce the num¬ 
ber of income exclusions, 
deductions and credits, 
known collectively as “tax 
expenditures,” that clutter 
up the tax code. 

For the current fiscal year, 
the Joint Committee on 
Taxation has estimated 
that these tax expendi¬ 
tures total about $1.1 tril¬ 
lion, whereas individual in¬ 
come tax revenue will be 
about $1.4 trillionO 


PATRICK McGEEHAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

NEW YORK - Residents of 
the Chelsea section of 
Manhattan who were won¬ 
dering what Google had 
done for fhem lately now 
have their answer: free 
Wi-Fi service for fhe whole 
neighborhood. 

Google, which houses most 
of its 3,000 New York em¬ 
ployees in a massive build¬ 
ing on lower Eighth Avenue, 
invested about $75,000 to 
install the wireless network 
- the broadest such net¬ 
work open to the public in 
any neighborhood in the 
city, elected officials an¬ 
nounced Tuesday. 

The service will be avail¬ 
able for at least two years. 
It was introduced at a news 
conference in a garden 
of a city housing project, 
the Robert S. Fulton Hous¬ 
es, by Mayor Michael R. 

South Boston: 


Maria Cramer 
GLOBE STAFF 

© The New York Times 2013 

The fatal shooting of a man 
outside a high-end condo 
complex in South Boston 
appears to be drug-relat¬ 
ed, officials say. 

Jonathan Reyes, 18, was 
shot 11 times, several times 
in the head, Monday on 
West Second Street, said 
two law enforcement of¬ 
ficials Wednesday with 
knowledge of the murder 
investigation. 

"He was butchered," one 
of the officials said. 

One witness said the victim 
appeared to still be alive 
when emergency respond¬ 
ers first reached him. 

Boston police, who re¬ 
leased the victim’s name 
Tuesday, did not state a 
possible motive. But the of¬ 
ficials, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of the case, 
said investigators believe 
the killing is connected to 
drugs. A white powder was 
found at the scene of the 
slaying, and authorities are 
testing to determine wheth¬ 
er it was heroin or cocaine, 
one of the officials said. 
According to that official, 
investigators believe some- 


Bloomberg, Sen. Charles 
E. Schumer and a Google 
official. No city or federal 
funds went into building the 
network, which required 
the installation of 29 anten¬ 
nas on lampposts and roof- 


one pulled up in a car and 
opened fire on Reyes. 

The shooting shocked resi¬ 
dents along West Second 
street, where expensive 
condominiums have been 
under construction for sev¬ 
eral months. It is an area 
teeming with young office 


workers and families. 

On Tuesday, mothers 
strolled with their children, 
and men walked their dogs 
past the crime scene near 
E Street, where the day 
before police had been 
scouring for evidence and 
firefighters washed away 


tops. The service was set up 
through a partnership of 
Google and the Chelsea 
Improvement Co., a non¬ 
profit neighborhood orga¬ 
nization. 

Bloomberg said free Wi-Fi 


the victim’s blood. 

"It’s freaky,” said Christo¬ 
pher Hershey, a 31-year- 
old foreman from Hingham 
who has spent the last year 
in the neighborhood over¬ 
seeing construction of con¬ 
dos. "That doesn’t hap¬ 
pen around here. It's all 


young professionals around 
here." 

The shooting occurred out¬ 
side a three-story, slate- 
gray complex where a 
two-bedroom condo can 
sell for more than $450,000. 
Many residents were jolted 
out of bed just before 3 a.m. 


service was already avail¬ 
able in 20 parks in fhe city 
and was scheduled to be 
added to 32 other parks 
this year, but he could not 
say when his vision of a city¬ 
wide Wi-Fi network might 
be realized. He encour¬ 
aged Schumer to provide 
federal funding fo expand 
fhe service to more neigh¬ 
borhoods. “Keep in mind, 
somebody's got to pay for 
the Wi-Fi,” the mayor said. 
“The question is, who?” 

The cost of setting up the 
Chelsea networkwas about 
$115,000, the balance of 
which was confributed by 
fhe Chelsea Improvement 
Co., said Google’s chief in¬ 
formation officer, Ben Fried. 
Fried said the Chelsea net¬ 
work was unrelated to an 
ultrahigh-speed Internet 
network called Google Fi¬ 
ber that the company had 
begun in Kansas CityO 


Monday, awakened by the 
sound of several pops. Jon 
Ramos, a 32-year-old em¬ 
ployee af an archifectural 
design firm who lives across 
fhe street, said he woke up 
to the sound of two gun¬ 
shots. He looked outside 
and saw a man lying on 
the sidewalk. He said he 
saw another man run out 
of the complex, holding 
a cellphone, and rush to 
the victim. "He was sort of 
the hero of the night,” Ra¬ 
mos said. "He stayed with 
him until the ambulance 
arrived.” Ramos said he 
could see the victim move 
his arm slightly, suggesting 
he was still alive. 

One of the law enforce¬ 
ment officials said a search 
warrant was executed 
at the apartment where 
Reyes lived, near the scene 
of the killing. 

Drug-related crimes have 
caused anxiety in South 
Boston recently. Police 
launched a crackdown on 
drug activity in the neigh¬ 
borhood, where residents 
were outraged after the 
April 2012 killing of Bar¬ 
bara Coyne, a 67-year- 
old grandmother who was 
stabbed in her East Sev¬ 
enth Street home. □ 



New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) and Ben Fried of Google at a news conference in N.Y. 
Google has invested in a free wireless network that will encom¬ 
pass the neighborhood around its main New York office. 

(Uli Seit/The New York Times) 


Teen shooting death appears drug related 



The fatal shooting of Jonathan Reyes, 18, has shocked residents 
along West Second Street (above), where expensive condo¬ 
miniums have been under construction for several months. 
(Photo) 
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Settlement reached in suit on Eli Lilly pregnancy drug 


DENISE LAVOIE 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Four sisters 
who claimed in a lawsuit 
their breast cancer was 
caused by synthetic estro¬ 
gen their mother took dur¬ 
ing pregnancy in the 1950s 
have reached a settlement 
with the drug company Eli 
Lilly and Co., a lawyer for 
the sisters said Wednesday. 
Attorney Julie Oliver-Zhang 
said the settlement, for an 
undisclosed amount, was 
reached on the second 
day of a trial in U.S. District 
Court in Boston. 

They had not specified 
damages sought in the 


lawsuit. 

Indianapolis-based Eli Lilly 
did not immediately re¬ 
spond to a message seek¬ 
ing comment. 

The sisters’ case was the first 
to go to trial out of scores 
of similar claims filed in Bos¬ 
ton and around the coun¬ 
try. A total of 51 women 
have lawsuits pending in 
U.S. District Court in Boston 
against more than a dozen 
companies that made or 
marketed the drug. 

DES, or diethylstilbestrol, 
was prescribed to millions 
of pregnant women over 
three decades to prevent 
miscarriages, premature 
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The Melnick sisters, who are suing Eli Lilly and Co. alleging that a 
synthetic estrogen known as DES caused them all to get breast 
cancer, pose at their hotel in Boston, Monday evening, Jan. 7, 
2013. Testimony is set to begin in their federal lawsuit against the 
drug maker on Tuesday Jan. 8th. From left are Michele Fecho, 
Francine Melnick, Donna McNeely, Andrea Andrews. 

(AP Photo/Charles Krupa) 


births and other problems. 
It was taken off the mar¬ 
ket in the early 1970s af¬ 
ter it was linked to a rare 
vaginal cancer in women 
whose mothers used DES. 
Studies later showed the 
drug did not prevent mis¬ 
carriages. 

In his opening trial state¬ 
ment Tuesday, Aaron 
Levine, another lawyer 
for the sisters, said Eli Lilly 
failed to test the drug's 
effect on fetuses before 
promoting it as a way to 
prevent miscarriages. 
James Dillon, a lawyer for 
Eli Lilly, told the jury there 
is no evidence the drug 
causes breast cancer in 
the daughters of women 
who took it. 

He also said no medical 
records show the mother 
of the four women in the 
Boston case took DES, or 
that if she did take it, that 
it was made by Eli Lilly. 

DES was not patented 
and was made by many 
companies. □ 


Transocean Gulf spill settlement heads to court 


MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Transocean Ltd. 
made an initial court appearance 
Wednesday for its plea agreement with 
the Justice Department over the compa¬ 
ny’s role in the massive 2010 oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

At a brief hearing before a federal mag¬ 
istrate in New Orleans, Transocean attor¬ 
neys didn’t enter a plea on the compa¬ 
ny's behalf to a misdemeanor charge of 
violating the Clean Water Act. 

Transocean has agreed to pay $400 mil¬ 
lion in criminal penalties, plead guilty to 
the charge and pay $1 billion in civil pen¬ 
alties. It isn’t expected to enter the plea 
until next month. 

U.S. District Judge Jane Triche Milazzo has 
scheduled a Feb. 14 hearing to decide 


whether to accept the criminal settle¬ 
ment. Milazzo only presides over the crimi¬ 
nal settlement. 

A different judge will decide whether to 
accept Transocean’s civil settlement with 
the federal government. 

Transocean can withdraw from its plea 
deal if Milazzo rejects it. 

Transocean owned the Deepwater Hori¬ 
zon drilling rig, which sank after an explo¬ 
sion killed 11 workers and triggered the spill. 
BP PLC leased the rig from Transocean. 
The April 2010 blowout of BP’s Macondo 
well spewed more than 200 million gallons 
of oil into the Gulf, making it the nation’s 
worst offshore spill. 

Much of the $1.4 billion that Transocean 
agreed to pay will fund environmental res¬ 
toration projects and spill-prevention re¬ 
search and trainingO 





























U.S. NEWS I 7 


THURSDAY 10 JANUARY 2013 


T7Drr 


Come Join 


EVERY THURSDAY 


Drawing at 9,10,11pm lor FREE PLAY 

AU playing guests receive a 
FREE TICKET 

before each drawing 

Double points on slots from L2noon to 6pm 

The iji 1 !-! ch til I Llw HmEiv^hi. iipciidUik' fnini -flam. Sjsurd»y& Sunday I lam cn-hun. 3 ~<h~ ini' 'itiuek ■-.ill -111-13 




■V 




o 


Hi 


AfA 


h ■« 


QiAcfe 


att&i 


L* 


UNW 
WQM'CAtfHO h 


Illinois unsuccessful in 
plan to fix its pensions 

MONICA DAVEY 
© 2013 New York Times 

SPRINGFIELD, III. - If ever there was a moment when Il¬ 
linois’ drastically underfinanced pension systems had a 
real shot at being repaired, some state leaders thought it 
would be this week. 

Nearly everyone in this Democrat-controlled Capitol 
agreed that the circumstances had reached the point of 
crisis. More than 30 departing lawmakers were preparing 
to give up their seats Wednesday, so worries about politi¬ 
cal futures could, for now, be tossed aside. 

And several proposals, including one requiring higher 
contributions from state workers and teachers and limit¬ 
ing cost-of-living increases, were on the table. 

But as the lame-duck legislative session drew to a close 
this week, there was no deal. Lawmakers began talking 
optimistically about how they would keep searching for a 
fix to the nation's most underfinanced state public pen¬ 
sion system during a new session in the months ahead. 
And the shortfall in the state’s pension systems, now about 
$96 billion, will keep growing, according to an estimate 
by Gov. Pat Quinn, $17 million a day. 

For months, Quinn and others had held up this weeklong 
stretch - before new lawmakers are sworn in - as a make- 
or-break moment. 

“We have to be bold,” Quinn, a Democrat, said Tuesday 
morning. 

He urged lawmakers not to allow the state's economy 
“to be held hostage by political timidity” and called a 
pension overhaul the “challenge of our time.” 

As late as Tuesday afternoon, Quinn was bringing forth a 
new proposal, one critics mocked as a “desperate Hail 
Mary pass." 

For a session that had once been seen as a politically 
opportune moment to take on all sorts of difficult issues, 
including pensions, same-sex marriage and gambling ex¬ 
pansion, many issues were ultimately put aside. 

But state lawmakers did approve a contentious mea¬ 
sure allowing illegal immigrants to get temporary driver’s 
licenses, clearing the way, experts said, for Illinois to be¬ 
come the fourth state, and the most populous, to allow 
them to drive legally. 

The measure, which Quinn has said he would sign, will al¬ 
low an estimated 250,000 illegal immigrants statewide to 
apply for the licenses, which will be valid for three years. 
The measure was approved after tense debate Tuesday 
in the state House, where opponents said it could lead 
to fraud and supporters said it would ensure that illegal 
immigrants took road and vision tests and bought insur¬ 
ance. Groups and advocates for immigrants, including 
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, cheered the vote. New 
Mexico, Utah and Washington state already have simi¬ 
lar provisions, according to the National Conference of 
State LegislaturesO 


On NYC’s Lower East Side: 

Unraveling the mystery of A New Street 


STUART MILLER 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - There’s A New 
Street in town, and it’s been 
there for years. 

The street is a blocklong bit 
of the Lower East Side that 
forms the bottom of a U- 
shape appendage to East 
Houston Street, flanked 
on one side by ballfields 
and on the other by Bard 
High School and a public¬ 
housing building. But what 


“A New St," as if “A New” is 
the block’s appellation. 

The street is not even 
unique in its confusing semi¬ 
novelty. Type “A New St., 
New York NY” into Google 
Maps, and you zoom six 
miles uptown to a stub east 
of First Avenue between 
110th and 111th Streets. 
(Stranger still, on the map. 
East 110th Street, which 
bears the honorary moniker 
Tito Puente Way up until this 


ern side of the street. 

A passing woman had a 
different answer: “Every¬ 
one around here just calls 
it the street with no name.” 
Attempts to get city offi¬ 
cials to explain the (semi-) 
existence of the uptown 
and the downtown A New 
Streets were not immedi¬ 
ately successful. 

Last Friday, however, the 
department reported that 
it had consulted with the 



A person walks by a sign that reads “A New St.” on Stanton Street at the corner of Baruch Place 
in the Lower East Side neighborhood of the Manhattan borough of New York. The sign is one of 
several street name quirks throughout the city. 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times) 


it lacks in size it more than 
makes up for in mystery. 
Maps call the street, which 
intersects with Mangin 
Street, Baruch Place. But 
that’s not the reality on the 
ground, or, rather, up on 
the pole where the street 
signs are. That's “signs,” 
plural. One sign reads, 
“Stanton St,” even though 
on the map, Stanton Street 
stops in its tracks several 
blocks west. Right above 
that is another standard 
city street sign that reads. 


block, suddenly becomes 
“New Street” without the 
“A” as it heads to the river. 
In reality, there is no street 
there.) Go to East Harlem, 
though, and signs for “A 
New Street" are nowhere 
to be found. The block itself 
has no street signs of any 
kind on any corner. 

“We just say we’re be¬ 
tween 110th and 111th 
Streets off of First Avenue,” 
said Stevenson Aristide, as¬ 
sistant manager of the Edi¬ 
son Parking lot on the west- 


topographical bureau in 
the Manhattan borough 
president's office, and with 
the city’s Planning Depart¬ 
ment, which researched 
official city maps, and 
determined that at some 
point in time that down¬ 
town block had been 
made an official continu¬ 
ation of Stanton Street. So 
New York will now lose one 
of its little quirks, but at least 
Bard High School students 
will know where they stand, 
literally.Q 
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Business leaders warning UK PM 
Cameron against leaving the EU 


DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Top busi¬ 
ness executives have 
warned U.K. Prime Minis¬ 
ter David Cameron that 
he could damage Brit¬ 
ain's economy if he seeks 
to renegotiate the terms 
of its membership in the 


27-country European 

Union. In a letter published 
in the Financial Times on 
Wednesday, Virgin Group’s 
Richard Branson, London 
Stock Exchange head 
Chris Gibson-Smith and 
eight other business lead¬ 
ers challenged Cameron’s 
plan to renegotiate the 
U.K.'s EU membership terms 
and put the matter to a ref¬ 
erendum. The executives 
warned that such a plan 
could fail, pushing the U.K. 
out of the EU and hurting 
business in the process. 
Membership in the EU has 
given the U.K. access to the 
massive European market 
as well as a say in how the 
region should govern itself 
and run its financial mar¬ 
kets. The country has also 


benefited from EU funds to 
build infrastructure such as 
broadband networks. 
However, popular distrust of 
the EU has grown in Britain 
— one of the 10 countries 
in the region that doesn’t 
use the euro. The British 
public shows no interest 
in the EU's plans to move 


closer together. Most can't 
even seem to stomach the 
current level of power of 
the EU, which many Brit¬ 
ons see as meddlesome 
and inefficient. Though the 
business leaders urged EU 
reform in their letter, they 
argued “we must be very 
careful not to call for a 
wholesale renegotiation of 
our EU membership, which 
would almost certainly be 
rejected." “To call for such 
a move in these circum¬ 
stances would be to put 
our membership of the EU 
at risk and create dam¬ 
aging uncertainty for Brit¬ 
ish business, which are the 
last things the prime min¬ 
ister would want to do," 
they said. A senior U.S. of¬ 
ficial also expressed con¬ 


cern about the prospect 
of a referendum, saying 
the Obama administration 
wants to see a “strong Brit¬ 
ish voice” in the EU. 

Philip Gordon, the U.S. as¬ 
sistant secretary for Europe¬ 
an affairs, told reporters in 
London that “referendums 
have often turned coun¬ 


tries inward” — but stressed 
that whatever is in the U.K.'s 
interest is up to the U.K. 

“We welcome an outward¬ 
looking EU with Britain in it,” 
he said. Tough economic 
times are forcing the 17 EU 
countries that use the euro 
to move ever closer, creat¬ 
ing a more powerful union 
that could leave non-euro 
members like Britain with 
less negotiating power. 

But while Cameron wants 
Britain to remain in the EU 
and to retain influence in 
the body, he is also resisting 
a push by many member 
states, like France and Ger¬ 
many, to grant central au¬ 
thorities in Brussels greater 
powers over financial and 
legal affairs for the whole 
of the EU.q 



Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg, Prime Minister David Cameron and Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer George Osborne during Prime Minister's Questions, in the House of Commons, London, 
Wednesday Jan. 9, 2013. 

(AP Photo/PA) 


Russia: Western officials should 
take Assad’s proposals seriously 

MOSCOW (AP) —Syrian President Bashar Assad’s propos¬ 
als for ending his country's civil war should be taken into 
account by the international community, Russian officials 
insisted Wednesday, even though Assad’s ideas were re¬ 
jected by the Syrian opposition and drew harsh Western 
criticism. 

Russia's Foreign Ministry said senior Russian and U.S. dip¬ 
lomats will discuss possible ways to settle the Syrian crisis 
during talks later this week with the U.N. envoy for Syria, 
Lakhdar Brahimi. The ministry said as part of international 
efforts to help negotiate an end to Syria’s civil war “some 
of the ideas" voiced by Assad should be considered. 

In a rare speech Sunday, Assad offered a plan that would 
keep him in power to oversee a national reconciliation 
conference, a national election and a new government. 
He dismissed any chance of talks with the armed opposi¬ 
tion, however, and vowed to continue the battle “as long 
as there is one terrorist left,” a term the government uses 
for the rebels. 

The opposition rejected Assad's offer, which also was de¬ 
nounced by the West, including the U.S. and Britain. 

The talks on Syria involving Brahimi, Russia's Deputy For¬ 
eign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov and U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of State William Burns are to take place Friday in Geneva. 
Russia has blocked several U.N. resolutions aimed at pres¬ 
suring Assad, but Moscow says it is not propping up his 
regime. 

Top Russian officials in recent weeks have signaled that 
they are resigned to Assad eventually losing power. 

The war in Syria has killed over 60,000 people and forced 
hundreds of millions to flee the country since it began in 
March 2011, according to the U.N.Q 

yvierke/: 

No special treatment for Cyprus 

BERLIN (AP) — German Chancellor Angela Merkel said 
Wednesday that Cyprus can’t expect special treatment 
as it negotiates a bailout with international lenders. 

The Cypriot president, Dimitris Christofias, said last week 
that he would refuse any request by creditors to sell off 
state-owned companies as part of a rescue package. 
The country holds elections Feb. 17 and Christofias isn’t 
seeking re-election. 

Merkel’s Germany has been a leading advocate of de¬ 
manding tough conditions in exchange for rescue loans. 
The chancellor told reporters that “there can be no spe¬ 
cial conditions for Cyprus — we have general rules in Eu¬ 
rope.” 

Merkel also said that “we are far from the end of talks" on 
bailing out Cyprus. 

Cyprus government spokesman Stefanos Stefanou main¬ 
tained the country hasn’t asked for any special treat¬ 
ment. He told state broadcaster CyBC late Wednesday 
that Cyprus just wants what was agreed in a draft bailout 
deal with its international lenders — the European Com¬ 
mission, the European Central Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund — to be implementedO 
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Pakistani truckers of NATO goods go on strike 


RIAZ KHAN 
Associated Press 
PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) 

— Truckers who carry sup¬ 
plies to NATO troops in Af¬ 
ghanistan have gone on 
strike in northwest Pakistan 
to protest lower pay, inad¬ 
equate security and cor¬ 
rupt officials who demand 
bribes from the truckers, of¬ 
ficials said Wednesday. 

The supply route is an im¬ 
portant lifeline for interna¬ 
tional forces in landlocked 
Afghanistan. The coali¬ 
tion ships a significant por¬ 
tion of its nonlethal sup¬ 
plies through Pakistan into 
southern Afghanistan. The 
other land route into Af¬ 
ghanistan through Central 
Asia and Russia is longer 
and more expensive. 

The strike began in re¬ 
sponse to the govern¬ 
ment's decision to require 
truckers to go through au¬ 
thorized companies to car¬ 
ry NATO supplies instead 
of making individual deals 
with the government-run 
National Logistics Cell, said 
Jehanzeb Khan, head of 
a transport workers union 
in northwest Pakistan. The 
companies pay the truck¬ 
ers less, said Khan. 


He also claimed the gov¬ 
ernment was not providing 
adequate protection to 
the drivers from Taliban at¬ 
tacks, and each truck had 
to pay corrupt security of¬ 


carrying NATO supplies 
Wednesday, and he was 
reaching out to others 
throughout the country to 
get them to join the strike. 
Haneef Khan Marwat, 


involved. He said the strike 
would continue until the 
government reversed its 
new policy. 

No trucks carrying NATO 
supplies crossed the north¬ 


Goods continued to move 
through the other crossing, 
Chaman, in southwest Pak¬ 
istan, said clearing agent 
Mohammed Asghar. 
Pakistan closed its Afghan 
border to NATO supplies for 
seven months in response 
to U.S. airstrikes that acci¬ 
dentally killed 24 Pakistani 
soldiers in November 2011. 
Pakistan finally reopened 
the route after the U.S. 
apologized for the deaths. 
Also Wednesday, police 
said they arrested five Paki¬ 
stani Taliban militants in¬ 
volved in the killing of two 
female polio workers in the 
southern city of Karachi in 
December. Senior police 
official Ghulam Shabbir 
Shaikh told reporters that 
the five militants are from 
the northwest Swat Val¬ 
ley and confessed to their 
participation in the killings, 
saying they believed the 
polio vaccine was meant 
to make Muslim children 
sterile. 

Nine people working on 
an anti-polio vaccina¬ 
tion campaign were shot 
and killed in Pakistan last 
month, five of them in Ka¬ 
rachi and four in the coun¬ 
try’s northwest.Q 



Pakistani truckers who carry supplies to NATO troops in Afghanistan, chant slogans during a protest 
in Karachi, Pakistan, Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013. Officials say truckers who carry supplies to NATO 
troops in Afghanistan have gone on strike in northwest Pakistan to protest lower pay. 

(AP Photo/Shakil Adil) 


ficials about $165 in bribes 
to pass through the Khyber 
tribal area on the way to 
the border. 

Khan said truckers in north¬ 
west Pakistan stopped 


head of a transportation 
company in the southern 
city of Karachi, said some 
truckers began their strike 
as early as Jan. 4 and 
thousands of vehicles are 


west Torkham border on 
Wednesday, said local po¬ 
litical official Tahir Khan. 
Torkham is one of two cross¬ 
ings used to ship NATO sup¬ 
plies to Afghanistan. 


Italian diplomat says still hope in lost plane search 


C. GILLETTE 
IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Italy’s ambassador 
in Venezuela said there 
are still hopes of finding a 
plane that disappeared 
carrying the CEO of Ital¬ 
ian fashion firm Missoni, but 
the chances of finding sur¬ 
vivors decrease with each 
passing day. 

Venezuelan officials said 
on Wednesday that more 
than 400 people in boats, 
planes and helicopters 
were searching for a sixth 
day for the plane, which 
disappeared on Friday 


off the resort islands of Los 
Roques. 

“We have to maintain 
hope up to the last mo¬ 
ment," Italian Ambassador 
Paolo Serpi told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview 
on Tuesday. 

“We are working for this un¬ 
til the search is called off. 
Obviously, with each day 
that goes by, the hope di¬ 
minishes.” 

The islands off Venezuela's 
coast are popular for pris¬ 
tine beaches and scuba 
diving along coral reefs. 
The 58-year-old Missoni 
had been vacationing in 
Los Roques along with his 


companion, Maurizia Cas- 
tiglioni, and two Italian 
friends. The plane disap¬ 
peared during a flight of 
about 95 miles (150 kilome¬ 
ters) from the islands to the 
Caracas airport. 
Venezuelan authorities 
have said the twin-engine 
BN-2 Islander dropped off 
radar about 11 miles (18 
kilometers) south of Los 
Roques. 

The plane was built in 1968 
by British aircraft manufac¬ 
turer Britten-Norman and 
was operated by more 
than 10 different compa¬ 
nies in Florida, Oklahoma, 
Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Ore¬ 


gon, Idaho and North Car¬ 
olina before eventually be¬ 
ing exported to Venezuela 
in 2009, according to Lon- 
don-based Flightglobal's 
aviation advisory service. 
Ascend, which maintains 
a detailed aviation data¬ 
base. 

Dan Cutrer, an aviation 
safety expert who used 
to be a search and res¬ 
cue pilot for the U.S. Coast 
Guard, said that planes 
can drop off radar at vari¬ 
ous altitudes, and still con¬ 
tinue to move for a time 
before going down. 

Cutrer said that searchers 
have to take into account 


that any wreckage would 
drift in the currents, and the 
area expands by the day. 
“What the authorities are 
most likely doing at this 
point is they are using so¬ 
phisticated computer pro¬ 
grams, local knowledge 
of weather and they are 
plotting out search areas 
calculating where the drift 
would have taken an ob¬ 
ject the size of the aircraft 
or a person in a life raft or 
a person floating in the 
water,” said Cutrer, an as¬ 
sociate professor at Embry- 
Riddle Aeronautical Uni¬ 
versity in Daytona Beach, 
FloridaO 
























THURSDAY 10 JANUARY 2013 


EWORLD NEWS 


QdbU 


30 


SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM ft SWING! AFTERNOON SNORKEL * SUNSET 

DAILY 9 : 30 am- 1 : 30 pm $ 57 pp DAILY 2 : 30 - 3 : 30 pm $ 38 pp Mon & Fri 5 - 7 pm $ 30 pp 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, Shorter version with Open Open Bar Included 

Open Bar, Gear & Rppcswingl Bar, Gear A Ropeswing! & Ropes wing! 






Ticktti ivillilrit at Jolly Plrataa Shop at NIooMba Btacb, Boarding at 
MnoHtoa Poach' by tha high rimo hotvli batwwn Holiday Inn and Harriott 
lUurti. Offar not valid In combination with othar dlacount offora. Valid 

for dlract telephone rwarviltona EOC 01M/EA4 *OEO 
ONLY * Prount coo port at boarding 3 CID If ill#/39* /030 


additional 


nqwiUiHHNl 


save no pef eauple/per coupon for 
morning cruise save $s per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


Russia: 

Zorb ride in mountains proves deadly 


Iranian captives free in major 
prisoner exchange with Syria 


LYNN BERRY 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — It was 

supposed to be a thrilling 
ride down a ski slope inside 
a giant inflatable ball that 
is to be one of the symbols 
of next year’s Winter Olym¬ 
pics; it ended in tragedy for 
the two Russian men inside. 
The transparent plastic 
ball — known as a zorb 
— veered off course and 
sailed over a rock ledge 
in the rugged Caucasus 
Mountains of southern 
Russia. The ball picked up 
speed as it flew down the 
steep slope, rolling and 
bouncing. One man was 
killed and the other badly 
injured. 

The man who died, 27-year- 
old Denis Burakov, was with 
friends at the Dombai ski re¬ 
sort, where they frequently 
went snowboarding, on 
Jan. 3 when he decided to 
take a ride in a zorb being 
operated next to a begin¬ 
ners' slope. His friend Vladi¬ 
mir Shcherbakov joined 
him. An eight-minute video 
taken on Burakov’s phone 
by one of his friends shows 
the two men being fitted 
into harnesses inside the 
zorb, which consists of two 
polyurethane balls with a 
layer of air between them. 
The zorb is then released to 
roll down the hill, the two 
men spinning inside. 

But the zorb bounces off 
of the intended path, and 
a man waiting for it at the 
bottom of the hill tries in vain 
to catch the ball before it 
pops over a rocky ledge 
and disappears down a 
gorge below Mount Mussa- 
Achitara. 

The person filming the video 
is heard swearing and ask¬ 
ing “What's down there?” 


The answer from someone 
off camera: “It's a catas¬ 
trophe down there.” 

The Emergencies Ministry 
said both men were eject¬ 
ed from the zorb as it tum¬ 
bled and they landed on 
the snow about 10 meters 
(30 feet) apart after having 
rolled about 1.5 kilometers 
(a mile). Still conscious and 
able to stand, they were 
rescued by two skiers, who 
then pulled both men up to 
the top of the hill. Burakov 


suffered serious spinal inju¬ 
ries and died on the way to 
the hospital. Shcherbakov 
suffered a concussion and 
other injuries and remains 
hospitalized. The accident 
prompted the emergen¬ 
cies minister to demand on 
Wednesday that Russia ad¬ 
dress its lax enforcement of 
safety rules for winter sports, 
citing a series of accidents 
over the January holidays. 
Vladimir Puchkov said dur¬ 
ing a televised meeting 
with officials in charge of 
rescue services across the 


country that they should 
take extra measures to en¬ 
sure safety, in particular at 
Russia's ski slopes. 

Sergei Loginov, deputy di¬ 
rector of Z-orb.ru, the larg¬ 
est supplier of zorbs in Rus¬ 
sia, said the zorbing run 
that killed Burakov was 
in violation of all safety 
rules. Zorbing requires a 
groomed gentle slope with 
fences on both sides of the 
track and a secure spot at 
the bottom where the ball 


can be safely brought to 
rest, he said, but none of 
this was present at Dombai. 
“It’s not even irresponsibil¬ 
ity. It’s an experiment on 
life,” Loginov said. “It’s all or 
nothing. They either survive 
or they don't." The sport of 
zorbing originated in the 
1990s in New Zealand and 
is now done around the 
world, most often on grassy 
slopes. Loginov said there 
are several zorbing spots 
on the outskirts of Moscow 
and dozens more around 
the country.Q 



In this video frame provided by Yekaterina Achkasova, her hus¬ 
band Denis Burakov and another man are seen inside a large 
plastic ball called a zorb, on Thursday, Jan. 3, 2013, at a winter 
sports venue at Dombai in the Caucasus Mountains of southern 
Russia. 

(AP Photo) 


SEBNEM ARSU 
ALAN COWELL 

© 2013 New York Times ISTANBUL - More than 2,000 pris¬ 
oners incarcerated by the Syrian authorities were being 
released Wednesday in return for 48 Iranians freed by 
rebels after five months in captivity, in what appeared to 
be the biggest prisoner swap since the uprising against 
President Bashar Assad began almost two years ago. 

The exchange, brokered by Turkey and Qatar, came 
days after Assad warned Sunday that he would not 
abandon the fight against armed adversaries pressing 
on the approaches to the Syrian capital, Damascus, and 
brushed aside calls for him to quit. While the Iranian For¬ 
eign Ministry in Tehran confirmed the release of its citizens 
in a statement to the official IRNA news agency, precise 
details of the prisoners being released in exchange for 
them remained unclear. 

But Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, a regional pow¬ 
er broker allied to the Western and Arab nations seek¬ 
ing Assad’s departure, said he hoped the exchange 
Wednesday would lead to freedom for more prisoners in 
Syria. 

“We wish many other innocent people, and people in 
need, to be released from Syrian jails without delay," Er¬ 
dogan said in a televised news conference in Niamey, 
Nigeria, where he arrived on an official visit. “This process 
needs to be appreciated. We are not in a position to say 
anything more than, ‘May this produce some good’.” 

The group of 48 Iranians arrived at the Sheraton Hotel 
in Damascus in several vans escorted by Syrian security 
forces, The Associated Press reported. Iran’s ambassador 
in Damascus, Mohammad Riza Shibani, greeted them 
with hugs and flowers. 

“Our 48 citizens who were kidnapped in Syria were re¬ 
leased and returned to Iranian officials," said Hussein 
Amir Abdullahian, Iranian Deputy Minister, according to 
Turkey's semiofficial Anatolian News Agency. “They are 
going to be back in the country in a few hours.” 

The exchange emerged from months of behind-the- 
scenes negotiations involving a Turkish charitable foun¬ 
dation, the Humanitarian Relief Foundation, an Islamist- 
leaning aid organization based in Istanbul and widely 
known as IHH. 

The aid group has set up an operation center in Damas¬ 
cus to unite 2,130 prisoners, including 73 women, at one 
base while another aid team remained in Douma, near 
the Syrian capital, to oversee the return of the 48 Iranians. 
“Captivity is a hard thing,” said Bulent Yildirim, the foun¬ 
dation's director, who coordinated the exchange in Da¬ 
mascus. “I saw young women crying, many people lost 
a lot of weight, and there were also many sick people.” 
The Syrian opposition has claimed that the Iranians are 
members of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, 
but Tehran has denied the assertion, saying the captives 
are Shiite civilian pilgrims. □ 

















WORLD NEWSI 11 


THURSDAY 10 JANUARY 2013 



Present this ii<f & enjoy a I RLE tfcVICIIL 
per coupe nilh your 3 course meal. 


'for the ultimate... Sunset Vinner experience / 


The best of Palm Beach, located on the Caribbean Ocean 
amid lurquoise wafers and fresh sunny breezes. The menu 
offers an Impressive sel ec tton of fresh Seafood,, 

Inlcrncitlortal dishes, a taxing atmosphere, exclusive 
seahng ior dinner and the option whito lofted the fish. For reservation call" 

licaied twnuen HcNda <i Inn and Plata Undi Rbuii • amt w Hear arubacnni 5062259 


Tentative deal reported in Chinese censorship battle 


EDWARD WONG 
CHRIS BUCKLEY 
© 2013 New York Times 
GUANGZHOU, China - A 

tentative agreement to 
defuse a newsroom strike 
by Chinese journalists over 
censorship controls in this 
southeastern provincial 
capital had been reached 
by early Wednesday, and 
some reporters working for 
Southern Weekend, the 
newspaper at the heart of 
the dispute, were told that 
the paper would publish as 
usual Thursday, one jour¬ 
nalist in the newsroom said. 
“The paper is coming out 
tomorrow, and the pro¬ 
paganda department is 
going to hold a meeting 
with staff about this tomor¬ 
row,” said the journalist, 
who spoke Wednesday 
on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity. Several other re¬ 
porters said that details of 
the agreement remained 


C. TORCHIA 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

Striking farm workers on 
Wednesday set up bar¬ 
ricades and threw stones 
at motorists and police in 
a South African province 
whose vineyards are vi¬ 
tal to the wine industry, 
prompting riot officers to 
close roads and arrest at 
least 50 demonstrators. 
South African media re¬ 
ported. 

Labor unrest was reported 
in several areas of Western 
Cape province, where sim¬ 
ilar protests last year also 
turned violent, resulting in 
at least two deaths. 
Footage on eNCA tele¬ 
vision showed debris in 
flames on a rock-strewn 
highway, and the smashed 
window of a police vehi¬ 


cle. Security forces in hel¬ 
mets patrolled the area. 
Police Lt. Col. Andre Trout 
said police had arrested 
about 50 people, accord¬ 
ing to the South African 
Press Association. 

The protesters had sought 


to block roads in a cam¬ 
paign for higher wages 
and to prevent other farm¬ 
hands from going to work. 
They want their daily wag¬ 
es to be more than dou¬ 
bled to 150 South African 
rand ($17.5). 


South Africa is a major 
wine producer. In addition 
to grape-harvesting, work¬ 
ers involved in the protests 
work on apple and other 
fruit farms. 

The country’s mining indus¬ 
try was also shaken by la¬ 
bor unrest last year. Some 
of those protests turned 
violent, culminating in the 
shooting deaths of several 
dozen miners by police at 
a platinum mineO 


papers, had descended 
into ideological confron¬ 
tation Tuesday, pitting ad¬ 
vocates of free speech 
against supporters of Com¬ 
munist Party control, who 
wielded red flags and por¬ 
traits of Mao Zedong. 

The faceoff outside the 
headquarters of the com¬ 
pany that publishes South¬ 
ern Weekend came after 
disgruntled editors and 
reporters at the paper last 
week deplored what they 
said was crude meddling 
by the top propaganda of¬ 
ficial in Guangdong prov¬ 
ince, which has long had a 
reputation as a bastion of 
a relatively free press. 

With a number of celebri¬ 
ties and business leaders 
rallying online to the liberal 
cause, senior propaganda 
officials in Beijing began 
this week to roll out a na¬ 
tional strategy of demon¬ 
izing the rebel journalists 
and their supporters. The 
Central Propaganda De¬ 
partment issued a direc¬ 
tive to news organizations 
saying that the defiant 
outburst at Southern Week¬ 
end had involved “hostile 
foreign forces."The order, 
translated by China Digi¬ 
tal Times, a research group 
at the University of Califor¬ 
nia, Berkeley, that studies 
Chinese news media, said 
that Chinese journalists 
must drop their support for 
Southern Weekend and in¬ 
sisted that “party control of 
the media is an unwaver¬ 
ing basic principle.”□ 



Free speech advocates demonstrate in front of the Southern Media Group headquarters in 
Guangzhou, China, Jan. 8, 2013. 

(Jonah M. Kessel/The New York Times) 

murky Wednesday morning apart. Southern Weekend, one of 

and that the deal could fall Protests over censorship at China’s most liberal news- 

South African police arrest 50 in farm protest 



Farm workers run away from Police during a demonstrate due 
to low wages in the town of Grabouw, South Africa, Wednesday, 
Jan 9, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Schalk van Zuydam) 
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Venezuela court: 

Chavez swearing-in can legally be delayed 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela's Supreme 
Court chief said Wednes¬ 
day that the upcoming 
inauguration of President 
Hugo Chavez can legally 
be postponed, siding with 
the government in a heat¬ 
ed dispute with the opposi¬ 
tion while the ailing leader 
struggles with complica¬ 
tions a month after cancer 
surgery in Cuba. 

Supreme Court President 
Luisa Estella Morales made 
the statement after the 
opposition urged the top 
court to rule that the gov¬ 
ernment was violating the 
constitution by putting off 
the swearing-in for a new 
term, which had been 
scheduled for Thursday. 
Lawmakers voted Tuesday 
to delay the ceremony, al¬ 
lowing Chavez to take the 
oath of office af a lafer 
date before fhe Supreme 
Court. 

Morales also said that the 
Supreme Court has not 
considered appointing a 
panel of doctors, as op¬ 
position politicians have 
demanded, to evaluate 
whether Chavez is fit to re¬ 
main in office after remain¬ 
ing out of public view since 
Dec. 11. 

While the opposition has 
not yet filed a formal court 
challenge to the delayed 
inauguration, 

Morales said she was an¬ 
nouncing the decision in 
response to a request for 
a legal opinion by a wom¬ 
an she didn't identify. She 
said the inauguration can 
be performed before the 
Supreme Court, at a time 
and place to be deter¬ 


mined. 

“We know it’s necessary, 
and undoubtedly the inau¬ 
guration is going to be car¬ 
ried out, but at this time we 
can't anticipate when," 
Morales told reporters at a 
news conference. 

The constitutional debate 
takes place against a 


backdrop of complaints 
that the government isn't 
giving complete informa¬ 
tion about the condition of 
Chavez, who hasn't spo¬ 
ken publicly since his fourth 
cancer-related surgery in 
Cuba four weeks ago. 

“It’s very evident that he 
isn’t governing, and what 
they want us to believe is 
that he’s governing, and 
they’re lying,” opposition 
leader Ramon Guillermo 
Aveledo told the Venezu¬ 
elan television channel 
Globovision. He insisted 
that the National Assembly 
president should take over 
temporarily as interim lead¬ 
er and that the Supreme 
Court should appoint a 
panel of doctors to deter¬ 
mine Chavez’s condition. 


Aveledo didn't say when 
or how the opposition 
planned to bring its chal¬ 
lenge, and it was unclear 
how the opposition would 
respond to Morales' state¬ 
ment. 

Venezuela’s constitution 
says the oath of office 
should be taken before 


lawmakers in the National 
Assembly on Jan. 10. But 
the charter adds that if he 
is unable to be sworn in by 
the National Assembly, the 
president may take the 
oath before the Supreme 
Court, without explicitly 
stating a date. 

Opponents maintain that 
even if the oath is taken 
before the Supreme Court, 
it should be on Jan. 10. 

The opposition has argued 
that the only legal way to 
postpone the ceremony is 
for congress to approve a 
“temporary absence” for 
the president, leaving the 
head of the National As¬ 
sembly as interim president 
for 90 days, a period that 
could be extended for an 
addifional 90 days.Q 



Venezuela's Supreme Court President Luisa Estella Morales 
gives a news conference in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, 
Jan. 9, 2013, declaring the upcoming inauguration of President 
Hugo Chavez can legally be postponed. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Llano) 


Seized Argentine ship heads home 


A. CALATRAVA 
D. PACHTER 
Associated Press 
MAR DEL PLATA, Argentina 
(AP) — An Argentine na¬ 
val ship detained for more 
than two months in Ghana 
because of a financial dis¬ 
pute was returning home 
Wednesday to a trium¬ 
phant welcome. 
Thousands of Argentine 
government sympathizers 
traveled to the seaside re¬ 


sort of Mar del Plata, some 
250 miles (400 kilometers) 
from the Argentine capital, 
to celebrate the return of 
the ARA Libertad. 

Ghana courts ordered the 
ship held in October on a 
claim by Cayman Islands- 
based hedge fund NML 
Capital Ltd. Its owner, 
American billionaire Paul 
Singer, leads a group de¬ 
manding payment in full, 
plus interest — about $350 


million — for dollar-based 
Argentine bonds bought at 
fire-sale prices after Argen¬ 
tina's 2001-2002 economic 
collapse forced a sharp 
devaluation of its currency. 
The conflict over the ship 
reached an especially 
tense moment in Novem¬ 
ber, when Argentine sailors 
brandished weapons to 
block Ghanaian officials 
from moving the vessel to 
a less busy dock.Q 



LATIN & CARIBBEAN BRIEFS 
Attorney denying Silva investigation 

SAO PAULO (AP) — Brazil's attorney general's office on 
Wednesday denied newspaper reports that it has decid¬ 
ed to open an investigation into whether popular former 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva knew about the biggest 
corruption scheme in the country's history and financially 
benefited from if. The Estado de S. Paulo newspaper re¬ 
ported that Attorney General Roberto Gurgel had de¬ 
cided to open the investigation into Silva. The Folha de S. 
Paulo newspaper carried a similar report Wednesday. But 
the attorney general’s office said in a statement posted 
on its website: “There is no decision regarding a possible 
investigation of the case.” □ 

Puerto Rico party pushing efficiency 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — A party that recently won 
control of Puerto Rico's legislature has pledged to con¬ 
vert the island's House of Representatives into a part-time 
body for the first time in nearly two decades. Members 
of the Popular Democratic Party say the move would 
make the government of the U.S. territory more efficient. 
Incoming House of Representatives President Jaime Per- 
ello said earlier in the week that the House will approve 
the changes before July 1, including the removal of food 
and transportation stipends and a 30% reduction in other 
costs. The Senate already has agreed to cut food and 
transportafion sfipends.Q 

Prostitutes to learn English for event 

SAO PAULO (AP) — Prosfitufes in one of Brazil's biggesf cit¬ 
ies are beginning to sign up for free English classes ahead 
of the 2014 World Cup. Cida Vieira, president of the As¬ 
sociation of Prostitutes in the city of Belo Horizonte, said 
Tuesday that 20 have already signed up for the courses 
and she expects at least 300 of the group’s 4,000 mem¬ 
bers to follow suit. “It will be important for the girls who will 
be able to use English to let their clients know what they 
are charging and learn about what turns them on,” Vieira 
said by telephone. “And for the same reasons we are also 
thinking of offering free French and Italian classes,” she 
added. Prostitution is legal in Brazil. Q 

Arson on the rise in conflictive region 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — More arson attacks have been 
registered in a conflictive Chilean region where Mapu- 
che Indians are pitted against landowners and the forest 
industry. Police say an unidentified group torched a va¬ 
cant house this week in the town of Padre de Las Casas, 
some 500 miles south of Santiago. The town is in the heart 
of the Araucania region that Mapuche Indians claim as 
their usurped ancestral land. Police say the house was 
used by a Mapuche family to grow crops. No one was 
injured. An elderly couple whose family's vast landhold¬ 
ings were targeted by Mapuche Indians was killed late 
last week when their house was torched. 

Brazil says no need to ration energy 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Brazil says it will not resort to en¬ 
ergy rationing despite low water levels in the country’s 
hydroelectric power plants. The executive secretary of 
the Mines and Energy Ministry is Marcio Zimmermann and 
he tells reporters that Brazil will activate generators fueled 
by natural gas if needed. A hotter than usual summer 
and lack of rain have caused wafer levels at hydroelec¬ 
tric dams in most of fhe country to drop to a third of their 
capacity. Q 






























Aruba MVC Sales & Marketing team celebrates winning ways! 



ORANJESTAD - A gala 
celebration and awards 
ceremony, recently held 
beachside at Renais¬ 
sance Island, proved a 
momentous occasion with 
a record number of asso¬ 
ciates from Marriott Vaca¬ 
tion Club’s (MVC) Sales & 
Marketing team achiev¬ 
ing top honors. Loud ap¬ 
plause erupted after each 
winner was announced in 
the different categories in 
which Marriott Vacation 
Club associates excelled 
in their goals. But it was the 
announcement of the ulti¬ 
mate honor of the J. Willard 
Marriott Award of Excel¬ 
lence which brought down 
the house as Senior Mar¬ 
keting Manager Ligenne 
Trimon was recognized for 
extraordinary contributions 
to an already highly suc¬ 
cessful Sales & Marketing 


team. 

Aruba’s Sales & Marketing 
team is consistently among 
the highest rated in the re¬ 
gion among Marriott Va¬ 
cation Club properties. This 
fact was borne out once 
again in the sheer number 
of award winners who met 
and exceeded sales tar¬ 
gets. Within Marketing, as¬ 
sociates who earned Sap¬ 
phire recognition included 
Nabhilach de Palm, Eric 


Andrews, Christal Ross, Ben 
Pombo, Edwina Gario, Ca¬ 
mille Simms-Valley, Carlos 
Ramos, Delrine Thomas, 
Zuraila Wever, Thea Giel- 
Violenes, Maroushka San¬ 
chez, Annie de Windt, Yria 
dos Santos and Fernando 
Chumpitazi. Reaching 
even higher targets were 
Super Sapphire winners 
Angele Geerman, Clau¬ 
dia Simmons, Kimberley 
Riley, Gisela Sa and Elly 


Rustveld. In providing es¬ 
sential support. Top Per¬ 
formers included Edmond 
Adonis in Guest Relations, 
Charles Williams as OPC, 
Carlos Ramos for Linkage, 
Claudia Simmons with En¬ 
core, Kimberley Riley at the 
Airport and Elly Rustveld 
for In-House efforts. Career 
achievements were also 
noted with honors going 
to Ben Pombo as Rookie of 
the Year and Elly Rustveld 


as Marketing Executive of 
the Year. 

Hard work, dedication and 
know-how also translated 
into excellent results in the 
Sales division with Sapphire 
recognition achieved 
by Roy Lacle, Aureliano 
Chopitea, Cedrick Croes, 
Sidney Flanegin, Gary 
Barnes, Ivick Rasmijn, Fran¬ 
cis Groeneveldt, Rodney 
Marugg, Michel Bogevad, 
Caroline Cijntje-Daly, Moi- 
ses Vallejo-Lopez, Tina 
Lampe, Astrid Tromp and 
Nayda Lopez. Super Sap¬ 
phire status was earned by 
Charles DiPerri and Hen¬ 
drik van Lennep. Winning 
qualities of associates also 
merited praise, with Ced¬ 
rick Croes recognized as 
having the Best Sales At¬ 
titude, Nazih Hamawi for 
Best Teamwork, Ingrid Ci- 
jntje for Best CSS Score and 
Astrid Tromp for Highest SG 
Volume. Outstanding sales 
skills earned Edgard Sune 
the title of Rookie of the 
Year, and Charles DiPerri 
the title of Sales Executive 
of the Year. 

Marriott Ocean Club and 


Marriott Surf Club Site 
Awards, earned by asso¬ 
ciates for overall perfor¬ 
mance, received special 
attention, with Maureen 
Vrolijk recognized as a 
nominee for the Opera¬ 
tions Team Manager of the 
Year, Jacky Ammerlaan 
as Front Desk Star, Arlinda 
Marin as Associate of the 
Year, Doris Kelkboom as 
Manager of the Year and 
the Award of Excellence 
going to Ligenne Trimon. 
Acknowledgement also 
went to the Human Re¬ 
sources Manager Natasia 
Dragt for putting together 
a year-end celebration 
that combined excellent 
music, superb cuisine and 
elegant atmosphere befit¬ 
ting the occasion in honor¬ 
ing an outstanding Aruban 
team. Words of thanks to all 
associates were expressed 
by awards presenters and 
department heads. Direc¬ 
tor of Sales Noanni Cham, 
Director of Marketing The- 
olinda Richardson, Region¬ 
al Director of Sales Ron 
Moser and Project Director 
Bettina Gonzalez. □ 
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Royal Rushes on Aruba: 

How buying a new camera can change your world! 




planned many months in 
advance, it is easy to work 
around them. Maybe you 
can tell the fiancees on 
the island that we love to 
travel, so coming to Aruba 
for work is our pleasure! ’ ’ 
For those who would like to 


Ruben versus Sophie, de 
week van Filemon and Ivo 
Niehe’s TVshow op reis and 
Nu we er toch zijn. When¬ 
ever we can plan it in, 
we shoot the video clips. 


view clips of Royal Rushes, 
please surf to www.royal- 
rushes.nl. For couples plan¬ 
ning their wedding: a wed¬ 
ding movie by these pro’s 
will last you a lifetime! 


any enhancing or photo 
shopping as it is stunning as 
it is. The clip can shortly be 
viewed on Wonders’ Face- 
book page; the profes¬ 
sionalism of Frangois and 
Robert will be splashing off 
the screen as the relaxed 
atmosphere at Wonders 
comes across. Amateur 
actors in the clip are Mo¬ 


nique and Paul, friends of 
Gaston’s who are sailing 
around the world in their 
yacht, the Full Circle. Pay¬ 
ing guests-cum-apprentice 
sailors keep them afloat. 

De Kok tells a bit about 
his other work, away from 
his wedding company: "I 
shoot television programs 
in Holland. Programs like 


And farffily^mn 
-‘.vacatioftinj at 
C 
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making her 
virtually a local. 
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"I had just bought a new 
camera and wanted to try 
it out at a wedding,” tells 
camera man /videogra- 
pher Frangois de Kok about 
the instant success of his 
company Royal Rushes. 
"When people viewed the 
movie, the calls came. And 
they're still coming.” Three 
years ago his partnership 
with editor Robert van den 
Broek segued into Royal 
Rushes and since that time 
the two have been trav¬ 
eling all over the world, 
shooting wedding movies. 
The celebrity wedding of 
Yolanthe Cabau van Kas- 
bergen and soccer hero 
Wesley Sneijder has been 
their most eye-catching 
effort, but their other work 
is not to be sneezed at ei¬ 
ther. And recently the two 
were on Aruba to shoot a 
wedding movie. 

We caught up with Fran¬ 
gois during a filming session 
at Wonders, the gorgeous 
home-away-from-home 
hotel of Gaston Verlaan. 
Located in the Emmas- 
traat, this former doctor’s 
mansion does not need 
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Organized by IBiSA: 


Betico Memorial 10K Run 2013 set for January 25! 



are interested in hitting the 
road to fitness, but aren’t 
quite ready for the full 1 OK! 
To sign up for the events, 
stop by the IBiSA office on 
the second floor of the Cer¬ 
tified Megamall situated 
at LG Smith Blvd 150 dur¬ 
ing regular business hours 
(8am-12pm and 1pm- 
4pm). Cost for inscription 
for the 10K event is Afl. 15, 
and for the 6K event, Afl. 
10. The final day for inscrip¬ 
tion is January 23, so don’t 
wait for the last minute to 
get involved! 





ORANJESTAD - National 
health foundation IBiSA is 
proud to announce that 
the first major healthy and 
active national event of 
the year, the Betico Memo¬ 
rial 10K Run 2013, is slated 
to take place Friday, Janu¬ 
ary 25th! The event will be¬ 
gin at 5:30pm at the Cen¬ 
tro Deportivo Betico Croes 
in Sta. Cruz, where organiz¬ 
ers will also offer a 6K Fun 
Walk & Run for those who 




selling now... 

20 

exclusive condominiums 




J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 224 
Oranjestad ■ Afubo 

277.587-5300 

297.732-0000 

soles® o-e ogle beocTiofubo.com 
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THURSDAY 10 JANUARY 2013 


16 lL0CAL 


m 


Assisting Aruba's Firemen Toy Drive with generous donations: 

Marriott Care Foundation contributes to victims of Hurricane Sandy 



PALM BEACH - In the last week of December the 
Aruba Marriott Care Foundation donated over 
two thousand florin in toys for the Aruba Toy 
Drive to support the Breezy Point community. 
New York, hundred firefighters and their families 
who were heavily affecfed by Hurricane Sandy. 
“The foy drive is a greaf initiative. The major¬ 
ity of our guests are from the New York area; 
this way we can give something back to their 


community in a time of need,” says President 
of the Marriott Care Foundation Ben Figaroa. 
With the cooperation of Top One Toys store, the 
Care Foundation was able to purchase over 
two thousand florin in toys for the children ages 
5-12 and donate them over the Holidays to 
the hundred families in New York. 

About the Marrriott Care Foundation: 
Founded in 1999 by the associates of the Aruba 


Marriott, they have been actively contributing 
to the Aruba community for fhe past fourteen 
years. 

It embodies a living and breathing sentiment 
and “Spirit to Serve” within the associates who 
fund the Foundation through direct personal fi¬ 
nancial contribufions. Currently over 540 asso¬ 
ciates contribute monthly to the Care Founda¬ 
tion. □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: "From fhe p/er to your plate!” 



OR AIN JEST AD - TRlfr dOwfi- 
Eowit moiino Is home at 
DiJflwOOd Fh-hlng Charte?ri. 

Ph« scic-eesrful flihermeft 
or Nie eifoblhhed seafood 
resfauionl Driftwood In 
Oranjeslad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


fxwion lex fishing, 
A fohOflTtOn who krV^w^ 

obour v-rhor out i&col 
wfllers hcr/fc to ottftf. Ohd 
whol Inc word! ''fresh wo 

load" iwlty ryieon 
whei Mefby coichei v-tn be 
iftived in t*i miaunoni on 
ihe some doy Ktfpy iov« 
lO Share hi* tiding pOHion 
with Eh* mony vWttfsto ih* 
ijlOiXJ Hrs tlr-sOi or O 35 11 

Twin Engine Bertrom yochl 

and a 50 rr. Twin Engine 
Post yachk apprcpnaPely 
caflad "Driftwood I arid Ut 
is available lor dbarlers an 
o daily basis from flam fo 
12 noon and from I pm to 




5pm. 

Catch yaut own dinner 

A chart-ef Inducted 
complain, male, all fishing 
equipment bail, sodas and 
homed warer. On a full day 
charier sandwiches and 
snacks are also ^eluded. 
Ydlf can call Herby cF<rec1ly 
ar £92 ^O-tO or go lo 
www.drihwoQdaJuba.coni . 

Driftwood Reifaurionl 


IniE. aulheolic .Aruban seah 
food restaurant Is localed 
in characteristic downiawn 
Oranjeslad„ lheir exlend 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
dally specials, as well as a 
delicious 4-”COL^se menu lot 
lust $25.95, 

Chafler deep lea fishing 
rotes: 

-1/2 day 


S/AO- tut day 
Rates per boar 
Max. A people 
Driftwood Reslaurant 
AulhenSic Aruban Seaload 
Reslouranl: fclipstraal 112. 
Dawnlown Oranfeslad 
tel: (2WJ 5*3 251$ 
www.dNttwoedQrubQ.cam 

Opening hours: every day. 
ftpm 5pm til lti'30pm. 
Sunday Closed. 




















































In this Feb. 17, 2010 file photo 
Lindsey Vonn of the United 
States celebrates in the finish 
area after completing the 
Women’s downhill at the 
Vancouver 2010 Olympics in 
Whistler British Columbia. 

Associated Press 

Vonn set to 
return for downhill 
training 

ERIC WILLEMSEN 

Associated Press 

ST. ANTON, Austria (AP) — 

Lindsey Vonn is set to make 
her return at World Cup 
downhill training in Austria 
on Thursday after an ab¬ 
sence of more than three 
weeks because of an intes¬ 
tinal illness. 

The four-time overall 
champion is among the 
65 racers who appear on 
the start list for training that 
was released by governing 
body FIS late Wednesday. 
Vonn is likely to start in both 
speed events this week¬ 
end, the downhill race Sat¬ 
urday and a super-G the 
following day. 

U.S. women's head coach 
Alex Hoedlmoser says 
Vonn will race “if nothing 
extraordinary happens.” 
Vonn has missed six races 
during her 24-day break 
and trails overall World 
Cup leader Tina Maze of 
Slovenia by 725 points with 
19 races left. 

“The overall World Cup 
title is currently not on her 
mind," Hoedlmoser said. 
“She's only thinking about 
coming back as strong as 
possible this weekend.”□ 



e elected to Baseball Hall of Fajm 


mmm 26*2003 file photo shows New 
fl^rl^fiSnkges starter Roger Clemens 
jteajjjjtingKjm the mound during the third 


inningrora baseball game against the 
Boston Red'Sox in New York. 
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NBA Capsules 

George scores 29 to lead 
Pacers over Heat 87-77 



Indiana Pacers’ Paul George (24) is fouled by Miami Heat’s Dw- 
yane Wade (3) as he goes for up for a shot during the second 
half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013, in India¬ 
napolis. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Paul 
George had 29 points and 
11 rebounds, and the Indi¬ 
ana Pacers held Miami to a 
season-low point total in an 
87-77 win over the Heat on 
Tuesday night. 

George made four 3-point- 
ers to get the best of his 
matchup with LeBron 
James. David West added 
14 points and 11 rebounds, 
and Lance Stephenson 
chipped in with 13 points 
for the Pacers (21-14), who 
have won 11 of their last 
13 games. Dwyane Wade 
scored 30 points and 
James had 22 points and 


10 rebounds for Miami (23- 
10), which still has the best 
record in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference. 

It was the first time the 
teams had met since Mi¬ 
ami beat the Pacers in six 
games in the conference 
semifinals last year. 

Miami entered the game 
leading the NBA in field 
goal percentage, while 
Indiana led the league in 
field goal percentage de¬ 
fense. The matchup result¬ 
ed in the Heat scoring only 
35 points in the second half, 
their lowest-scoring half of 
the season. 

BUCKS 108, SUNS 99 


MILWAUKEE (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Jennings scored 29 
points and Milwaukee 
gave Jim Boylan a win in his 
first game as coach with a 
victory over Phoenix. 

The Bucks parted ways with 
coach Scott Skiles on Mon¬ 
day in what was called a 
mutual decision, and the 
Bucks tapped Skiles' top 
assistant Boylan as a re¬ 
placement. This is the sec¬ 
ond time Boylan has suc¬ 
ceeded Skiles midseason. 
He took over the Bulls when 
Skiles was fired on Christ¬ 
mas Eve in 2007. 

The Suns were a perfect 
opponent, playing poorly 


in the last few weeks with 
nine losses in the last 10 
games overall to go with a 
nine-game losing streak on 
the road. 

Goran Dragic scored 21 
points and Jared Dudley 
added 18 for Phoenix. 
ROCKETS 125, LAKERS 112 
HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden scored 31 points 
and Chandler Parsons 
added 20 to help Houston 
win its fifth straight with a 
victory over short-handed 
Los Angeles. 

Houston trailed by as many 
as 14 in the first half, but 
used a pair of runs in the 
third quarter to go on top 
and build a big lead. 

Metta World Peace had a 
season-high 24 points for 
the Lakers, who were play¬ 
ing without their top three 
big men: Dwight Howard, 
Pau Gasol and Jordan 
Hill — all out with injuries. 
Kobe Bryant added 20 for 
the Lakers and Steve Nash 
had 16 as they tied a sea¬ 
son high with their fourth 
straight loss. 

The Rockets have rallied 
from double-digit deficits 
for their last three wins. 

NETS 109, 76ERS 89 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Reg¬ 
gie Evans had a career- 
high 23 rebounds, Deron 
Williams scored 22 points 
and Brooklyn improved to 
6-1 under interim coach 
P.J. Carlesimo with a win 
over Philadelphia. 

Evans outrebounded the 
undersized Sixers 23-22 
through three quarters. 
Andray Blatche scored 20 
points for the Nets, hours 


after he was questioned by 
Philadelphia police as part 
of a sexual assault investi¬ 
gation at an upscale hotel. 
Blatche was not charged. 
He wrote about the inci¬ 
dent on Twitter, saying, “Im 
ok and I didn’t do anything 
jus was n the area when 
it happened,” Blatche 
tweeted. He later took 
down the tweet. 

Jrue Holiday scored 19 
points and Spencer Hawes 
had 14 for the Sixers. 
TIMBERWOLVES 108, HAWKS 
103 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Nikola 
Pekovic had 25 points and 
a career-high 18 rebounds, 
and Andrei Kirilenko added 
21 points to lead Minne¬ 
sota over Atlanta. Derrick 
Williams scored 17 points 
and Alexey Shved had 15 
for the Timberwolves, who 
were missing coach Rick 
Adelman due to personal 
reasons. Terry Porter filled in 
and led the Wolves to their 
first victory over Atlanta 
since 2006, snapping an 11 - 
game skid in the series. 

Josh Smith had 21 points 
and 13 rebounds, and Al 
Horford had 19 points and 
11 boards for the Hawks, 
who have lost three straight 
and four of their last five. 
They lost for the first time 
this year when Smith and 
Horford each get a dou¬ 
ble-double. 

In other NBA games it was 
Brooklyn 109, Philadelphia 
89; Indiana 87, Miami 77; 
Houston 125, L.A. Lakers 
112; Minnesota 108, At¬ 
lanta 103; and Milwaukee 
108, Phoenix 990 
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FiEomen# wit encouraged by her sine* to apply for i Job it 1 hotel end it aimed out 
itiec she wit hired and liked it. What the enjoyt most about her job in the housekeeping 
department ■ 1 the opportunity to meet new people, Interact with guests and get to know 
different cultures. Filo mens's advice to people Who with to do well in a job for * Long 
period of time It to be a problem solver and make sure there It good communication 
between you, your co-workers and management 

Filotnene Is one of many associates at Bucuti S, Tara Beach Resorts that make the boutique 
retort a special experience for its guesu. and we wish to say thank you to Filomena. 
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Oprah to interview Lance 
Armstrong for Jan. 17 show 



In this July 10, 2010, file photo, Lance Armstrong throws out his 
water bottle in the last kilometers of the climb toward Station les 
Rousses, France, during the seventh stage of the Tour de France 
cycling race. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lance 
Armstrong has agreed to 
an interview with Oprah 
Winfrey in which he is to ad¬ 
dress allegations he used 
performance-enhancing 
drugs during a career in 
which he won seven Tour 
de France titles. 

According to Winfrey’s 
website on Tuesday, this 
will be a “no holds-barred 
interview. 

” It will be the first with Arm¬ 
strong since his cycling ca¬ 
reer crumbled under the 
weight of a massive report 
by the U.S. Anti-Doping 
Agency. The report de¬ 
tailed accusations of drug 
use by Armstrong and his 
teammates. 

It’s unclear if the interview 
at Armstrong’s home in 
Austin, Texas, has already 
been taped. Nicole Nich¬ 
ols, a spokeswoman for 


Oprah Winfrey Network & 
Harpo Studios, declined 
comment. 

The show will air on Jan. 17 
in the United States. 
Armstrong has strongly de¬ 
nied the doping charg¬ 
es that led to him being 
stripped of his Tour de 
France titles, but The New 
York Times reported on Fri¬ 
day he has told associates 
he is considering admitting 
the use of PEDS. 

The newspaper report cit¬ 
ed anonymous sources, 
and Armstrong attorney 
Tim Herman told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that night that 
he had no knowledge of 
Armstrong considering a 
confession. 

Earlier Tuesday, “60 Min¬ 
utes Sports” reported the 
head of the U.S. Anti-Dop¬ 
ing Agency told the show 
a representative for Arm¬ 


strong offered the agency 
a “donation" in excess of 
$150,000 several years be¬ 
fore an investigation by 
the organization led to the 
loss of Armstrong's Tour de 
France titles. 

In an interview for the pre¬ 
miere airing on Wednes¬ 
day, USADA CEO Tra¬ 
vis Tygart said he was 
“stunned” when he re¬ 
ceived the offer in 2004. 

“It was a clear conflict of 
interest for USADA,” Tygart 
said. “We had no hesitation 
in rejecting that offer.” 
Herman denied such an of¬ 
fer was made. 

“No truth to that story,” Her¬ 
man wrote on Tuesday in 
an email to the AP. “First 
Lance heard of it was to¬ 
day. He never made any 
such contribution or sug¬ 
gestion." 

Tygart was traveling and 


did not respond to requests 
from the AP for comment. 
USADA spokeswoman An¬ 
nie Skinner said Tygart's 
comments from the inter¬ 
view were accurate. In it, 
he reiterates what he told 
the AP last autumn: That he 
was surprised when federal 
investigators abruptly shut 
down their two-year probe 
into Armstrong and his busi¬ 


ness dealings, then refused 
to share any of the evi¬ 
dence they had gathered. 
“You’ll have to ask the 
feds why they shut down,” 
Tygart told the AP. 

“They enforce federal 
criminal laws. We en¬ 
force sports anti-doping 
violations. They’re totally 
separate. We've done our 
job.'O 
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$6 for 4-Card BINGO! • 8 games to play! 




Additional in our Monthly Early Bird 

Drawing when you purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 


Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Bonds, Clemens rejected; no one elected to BB Hall 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Steroid- 
tainted stars Barry Bonds, 
Roger Clemens and Sam¬ 
my Sosa were denied entry 
to baseball’s Hall of Fame, 
with voters failing to elect 
any candidates for only 
the second time in four de¬ 
cades. 

Bonds received just 36.2 
percent of the vote, Cle¬ 
mens 37.6 and Sosa 12.5 in 
totals announced Wednes¬ 
day by the Hall and the 
Baseball Writers’ Associa¬ 
tion of America. They were 
appearing on the ballot for 
the first time and have up 
to 14 more years to make it 
to Cooperstown. 

Craig Biggio, 20th on the 
career list with 3,060 hits, 
topped the 37 candidates 
with 68.2 percent of the 
569 ballots, 39 shy of the 75 
percent needed. Among 
other first-year eligibles, 
Mike Piazza received 57.8 
percent and Curt Schilling 
38.8 Jack Morris led hold¬ 
overs with 67.7 percent. 
He will make his final bal¬ 
lot appearance next year, 
when fellow pitchers Greg 
Maddux and Tom Glavine 
along with slugger Frank 
Thomas are eligible for the 
first time. 

It was the eighth time the 
BBWAA failed to elect any 
players. There were four 
fewer votes than last year 
and five members submit¬ 
ted blank ballots. 

“The standards for earning 
election to the Hall of Fame 
have been very high ever 
since the rules were cre¬ 
ated in 1936,” Hall of Fame 
President Jeff Idelson said. 
“We realize the challenges 
voters are faced with in 
this era. The Hall of Fame 
has always entrusted the 
exclusive voting privilege 
to the baseball writers. We 
remain pleased with their 
role in evaluating candi¬ 
dates based on the criteria 
we provide.” 

Bonds, baseball's only 
seven-time Most Valuable 
Player, is the sport's season 
and career home run lead¬ 
er. Clemens, the only sev¬ 
en-time Cy Young Award 
winner, is third in career 
strikeouts and ninth in wins. 
“It is unimaginable that 
the best player to ever 



At left, in a June 23, 2011 file photo, former San Francisco Giants baseball player Barry Bonds leaves federal court in San Francisco. 
At center, in a July 14, 2011 file photo, former Major League baseball pitcher Roger Clemens leaves federal court in Washington. 
At right in a May 13, 2009 file photo, former baseball player Sammy Sosa attends the People En Espanol “50 Most Beautiful” gala in 
New York. Associated Press 


play the game would 
not be a unanimous first- 
ballot selection,” said 
Jeff Borris of the Beverly 
Hills Sports Council, Bonds’ 
longtime agent. 

The previous two times 
the writers didn't elect a 
candidate were when 
Yogi Berra topped the 
1971 vote by appearing 
on 67 percent of the bal¬ 
lots cast and when Phil 
Niekro headed the 1996 
ballot at 68 percent. Both 
were chosen the following 
years when they achieved 
the 75 percent necessary 
for election. “Next year, I 
think you'll have a rather 
large class and this year, 
for whatever reasons, 
you had a couple of guys 
come really close,” Com¬ 
missioner Bud Selig said at 
the owners’ meetings in 
Paradise Valley, Arizona. 
“This is not to be voted to 
make sure that somebody 
gets in every year. It’s to 
be voted on to make sure 
that they're deserving. I re¬ 
spect the writers as well as 
the Hall itself. This idea that 
this somehow diminishes 
the Hall of baseball is just 
ridiculous in my opinion.” 
Three inductees were 
chosen last month by the 
16-member panel consid¬ 
ering individuals from the 
era before integration in 
1946: Yankees owner Ja¬ 
cob Ruppert, umpire Hank 
O'Day and barehanded 
catcher Deacon White. 


They will be enshrined dur¬ 
ing a ceremony in Cooper¬ 
stown on July 28. 

Bonds has denied know¬ 
ingly using performance¬ 
enhancing drugs and was 
convicted of one count 
of obstruction of justice for 
giving an evasive answer 
in 2003 to a grand jury in¬ 
vestigating PEDs. Clemens 
was acquitted of perjury 
charges stemming from 
congressional testimony 
during which he denied 
using PEDs. Sosa, who fin¬ 
ished with 609 home runs, 
was among those who 
tested positive in MLB's 
2003 anonymous survey. 
The New York Times re¬ 
ported in 2009. He told a 
congressional committee 
in 2005 that he never took 
illegal performance-en¬ 
hancing drugs. The BBWAA 
election rules say “voting 
shall be based upon the 
player's record, playing 
ability, integrity, sportsman¬ 
ship, character, and con¬ 
tributions to the team(s) on 
which the player played." 
An Associated Press survey 
of 112 eligible voters con¬ 
ducted in late November 
after the ballot was an¬ 
nounced indicated Bonds, 
Clemens and Sosa would 
fall well short of 50 percent. 
The big three drew even 
less support than that as 
the debate raged over 
who was Hall worthy. 
BBWAA president Susan 
Slusser of the San Francisco 


Chronicle said she didn’t 
vote for Bonds, Clemens or 
Sosa. 

“The evidence for steroid 
use is too strong,” she said. 
As for Biggio, “I’m surprised 
he didn't get in." 
MLB.com’s Hal Bodley, the 
former baseball columnist 
for USA Today, said Biggio 
and others paid the price 
for other players using 
PEDs. “They got caught in 
the undertow of the ste¬ 
roids thing,” he said. 

Bodley said this BBWAA 
vote was a “loud and 
clear” message on the 
steroids issue. He said he 
couldn't envision himself 
voting for stars linked to 
drugs. “We've a forgiving 
society, I know that," he 
said. “But I have too great 
a passion for the sport.” 
Mark McGwire, 10th on 
the career home run list, 
received 16.9 percent on 
his seventh try, down from 
19.5 last year. He received 
23.7 percent in 2010 — a 
vote before he admitted 
using steroids and human 
growth hormone. 

Rafael Palmeiro, among 
just four players with 500 
homers and 3,000 hits 
along with Hank Aaron, 
Willie Mays and Eddie Mur¬ 
ray, received 8.8 percent in 
his third try, down from 12.6 
percent last year. Palmeiro 
received a 10-day suspen¬ 
sion in 2005 for a positive 
test for performance-en¬ 
hancing drugs, claiming it 



This Sept. 28, 2007 file photo 
shows Houston Astros' Craig 
Biggio grimacing during a 
baseball game against the 
Atlanta Braves in Houston. 

Associated Press 


was due to a vitamin vial 
given to him by teammate 
Miguel Tejada. 

The election leaves the Hall 
without both baseball’s 
career home run leader 
and its all-time hits king, 
Pete Rose. There were four 
write-in votes for Rose, who 
never appeared on the 
ballot because of his life¬ 
time ban that followed an 
investigation of his gam¬ 
bling while manager of the 
Cincinnati Reds. 

Morris increased slightly 
from his 66.7 percent last 
year, when Barry Larkin 
was elected. Morris could 
become the player with 
the highest-percentage of 
the vote who is not in the 
Hall, a mark currently held 
by Gil Hodges at 63 per¬ 
cent in 19830 
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SNUBA and Snorkel Sail $65 

Snorkeling only $32.50 # 

Tues & Thur 9 -12 am or 1 - 4 pm 
Wed & Fri 9 -12 am or 12:30 - 3:30 pm 
Fruit and soft drinks included a 

For reservation call 586-0096 


Leaving from: Pier between Moomba Beach and Marriott Resort 
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John Isner in upset 2nd-round loss at Sydney 


SYDNEY (AP) — American 
qualifier Ryan Harrison up¬ 
staged his top-seeded 
countryman John Isner 
6-4, 6-4 in a second-round 
match at the Sydney Inter¬ 
national on Wednesday. 
The exit of Isner, who was 
promoted to the No. 1 
seeding after Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga and Richard Gas- 
quet withdrew, followed 
two more injury withdraw¬ 
als: No. 2 and 2011 Syd¬ 
ney champion Giles Simon 
(neck) and No. 6 Radek 
Stepanek (back). 

Isner, who withdrew from 
the Hopman Cup in Perth 
last week with a right knee 
injury, lasted 71 minutes 
against No. 64-ranked Har¬ 
rison. 

The Australian Open starts 
on Monday, leaving in¬ 
jured players little time to 
prepare for the season’s 
first major. 

In other matches, third- 
seeded Andreas Seppi of 
Italy beat John Millman of 
Australia 6-2, 3-6, 6-3, Aus¬ 
tralian Bernard Tomic, who 
beat No. 1-ranked Novak 
Djokovic last week at the 
Hopman Cup, advanced 
with a 7-6 (4), 6-2 win over 
fifth-seeded Florian Mayer 
of Germany, and Denis Is¬ 
tomin of Uzbekistan beat 
fourth-seeded Fernando 
Verdasco of Spain 6-3, 6-3. 
In the women’s draw, 
top-seeded Agnieszka 
Radwanska of Poland ad¬ 
vanced to the semifinals 
with a 6-4, 7-5 win over 
Roberta Vinci of Italy, and 
Dominika Cibulkova of Slo¬ 
vakia beat third-seeded 
Sara Errani of Italy 6-2, 6-1. 
After winning the WTA 
event in Auckland last 
week, Radwanska has 
a seven-match winning 
streak this season. 

“So far I feel good and I’m 
very happy that I can play 
good matches, already 
seven in a row,” Radwan- 



Ryan Harrison of the United State plays a forehand shot to fel¬ 
low countryman John Isner at the Sydney International Tennis 
tournament in Sydney, Australia, Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013. 

Associated Press 


ska said. 

“I think this year is the first 
time that I played two 
tournaments before (the 
Australian Open). I never 
did that before. So far it's 
good and I’m going to 
keep going.” 

Runner-up to Serena Wil¬ 
liams in last year’s Wimble¬ 
don final, Radwanska is 
confident she can take 
the next step in 2013. 

“For sure I really have more 
confidence that I can be 
in the final of a Grand Slam 
and I can win it as well,” 
she said. 

In night matches, fourth- 
seeded Li Na of China 
beat American qualifier 
Madison Keys 4-6, 7-6 (2), 
6-2 to advance to Thurs¬ 
day’s semifinal against 
Radwanska, and second- 


seeded Angelique Kerber 
of Germany came from 
3-0 down in the second set 
to beat two-time Grand 
Slam champion Svetlana 
Kuznetsova 6-3, 7-5. 

Li said she was surprised by 
the power and big serve 
displayed by Keys, who Li 
predicted would rapidly 
improve on her ranking of 
135. 

“If she plays a level like this 
every match she should 
be soon, top 20, top 15, 
top 10,” Li said. 

“I got the information she 
had a big serve but did not 
think it would be like it was 
today.” 

Li won Sydney in 2011 and 
was runner-up to Victoria 
Azarenka last year. 
“Maybe it’s a lucky area 
for me,” Li said. □ 
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Not by Bread Alone 

By: Dr . Carlos Viana 


Foods made from 
wheat and other grains are 
staples in North American 
and European diets. We 
have been programmed 
to have grain products be 
our diet foundation. Shift¬ 
ing our eating habits to¬ 
wards breads and other 
processed flour products 
has been easier for gov¬ 
ernment agencies and the 
food industry to manage. 
Less refined grains, often in 
combination, as with gra¬ 
nola cereals and whole 
wheat breads fortified with 
bran, coarse flours, and oth¬ 
er additives are now eaten 
in large quantities because 
they have been presented 
as ‘health’ foods. Unfortu¬ 
nately, wheat and its close 
relatives, barley, rye and 
oats have been proven to 
cause health problems in 
the diets of many people. 
Wheat intolerance or al¬ 
lergies rank second only 
to milk allergies when we 
review our patient’s medi¬ 
cal complaints. It could be 
that in the Bible’s Luke 4:4, 
which says: “Not on bread 
alone shall man be living, 
but on every declaration 
of God”, has relevance in 
today’s world. By the way, 
the bread of this time was 
usually made from the less 
offensive, whole grain mil¬ 
let, not wheat. 

Grains are popular 
foods because of their abil¬ 
ity to react with live yeast to 
form the rising or lightness 
and taste. The component 
that allows this reaction to 
take place is proteins in the 
grains collectively called 
“gluten”. The cereal grains. 


wheat, rye, oats and barley 
all contain similar proteins. 
In many people, especially 
in individuals with blood 
types O and A, gluten re¬ 
acts by exciting our im¬ 
mune responses especially 
in the gastrointestinal tract. 
In other words, many peo¬ 
ple are allergic to gluten. 
Grains can present many 
other problems including 
negative reactions to the 
grain contaminated with 
pesticides, preservatives, 
and molds. But, that will be 
another article. 

Celiac Disease is 
the best-recognized form 
of gluten allergy and is also 
called gluten intolerance. 
Actually, I am not the only 
medical professional who 
believes that every person 
with type O blood is gluten 
intolerant and, thus, on the 
waiting list to develop type 
II diabetes. Symptoms of 
celiac disease can range 
from diarrhea, weight loss, 
and malnutrition, to iso¬ 
lated nutrient deficiencies 
with no gastrointestinal 
symptoms. The disease 
is thought to be highest 
among people of Northern 
European descent, but we 
now know that it also af¬ 
fects Hispanic, Black and 
Asian populations equally 
as well. Those affected suf¬ 
fer damage to their intes¬ 
tines when they eat specif¬ 
ic food-grain antigens that 
are found in wheat, rye, 
barley or oats. 

The gastrointestinal 
tract is the primary target 
organ; however hidden 
symptoms may show as ir¬ 
ritable bowel syndrome 


with iron deficiency ane¬ 
mia, with little or no diar¬ 
rhea. Dr. Kelly, of the Bos¬ 
ton University Hospital, in a 
clinic pathological review 
of celiac disease stated 
that: “...there is increasing 
evidence that most people 
with gluten sensitivity have 
latent celiac disease with 
such mild manifestations (in 
the digestive tract) that the 
diagnosis is never made. 

Wheat intolerance 
or allergies are associated 
with a variety of autoim¬ 
mune disorders, carcino¬ 
mas of the gastrointestinal 
tract and lymphomas. In¬ 
creased incidences of dia¬ 
betes, autoimmune thyroid 
disease, sarcoidosis, vas¬ 
culitis, pulmonary fibrosis, 
encephalopathy and cer¬ 
ebellar atrophy have been 
reported in celiac patients. 
This is serious stuff. This re¬ 
lationship re-stated as sim¬ 
ple as possible says “ce¬ 
real grains cause cancer"! 
Now, the implications are 
more easily understood. 

We have had pa¬ 
tients with inflammatory 
arthritis that improved 
dramatically when we 
removed milk and grain 
products, especially wheat, 
from their diet. The oc¬ 
currence of pain in joints, 
particularly the hands, with 
slight swelling, stiffness and 
loss of mobility is the early 
presentation of allergic ar¬ 
thritis; can occur strictly as 
a manifestation of gluten 
allergy. 

High cholesterol, 
skin disorders, obesity and 
its dangerous health con¬ 
sequences can all be ef¬ 




fects of wheat allergies. If 
any of these symptoms are 
a problem, a visit to your 
clinical nutritionist could 
help you safely change 
your diet and regain your 
optimal health. 

Get the Point! We 
have known about the 
disease bearing conse¬ 
quences of eating wheat 
and other grains for years 
already. Why have you 
not been informed by pub¬ 
lic health organizations? 
What about fiber? Brown 
(whole grain) rice, which is 
not known to cause health 
problems in any blood type 
is full of nutritious B Vitamins 
and eaten daily, keeps your 
colon clean and healthy. If 
you want to check what 
food and chemical intol¬ 
erances are negatively 
affecting your good looks 
and health, check in with a 
Certified Clinical Nutritionist 
or holistic physician trained 
in nutrition. Who knows, the 
bread or the cancer you 
avoid might be yours. 


CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of 
the Latin American Com¬ 
mittee of the International 
Academy of Oral Medicine 
and Toxicology (IAOMT), a 
Rejuvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA HEALING 
CENTER, Kibaima 7, St Cruz 
TEL: 585-1270 Web Site: 
www.vianaheal.com 
Dr. Viana's BOOK: Pre¬ 
scriptions from Paradise. 
Introduction to Biocom¬ 

patible Medicine - Avail¬ 
able at local Bookstores, 
Hotel Gift shops and Boti- 
cas. Signed copies at Vi¬ 
ana Healing Center, EBook 
Holiday Special at www, 
amazon.com , check for 
Events at: facebook.com/ 
vianahealingcenter.Q 
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Report: Apple may build less expensive iPhone 



MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Apple is trying to decide 
whether it makes sense to 
offer a cheaper iPhone 
as it tries to boost sales in 
less-affluent countries and 
reclaim some of the mar¬ 
ket share lost to cheaper 
phones running Google’s 
Android software, accord¬ 
ing to a published report. 
Wednesday’s report in The 
Wall Street Journal specu¬ 
lated that Apple could 
lower the iPhone’s price by 
equipping the device with 
an exterior that costs less 
than the aluminum housing 
on current models. 

A cheaper iPhone could 
come out as early as this 
year, or the idea could 
be tabled for future con¬ 
sideration, as has previ¬ 
ously happened. Citing 
unnamed people familiar 
with the matter, the Jour¬ 
nal said Apple began as¬ 
sessing the pros and cons 
of making a cheaper 
iPhone in 2009 and has pe¬ 
riodically revisited the no¬ 
tion. Apple Inc. declined 
to comment to The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

Apple so far has stuck with 
an approach that has 
stamped the iPhone as the 
gold standard, a device 
that warrants a higher price 
than other smartphones. 
Under this tack favored by 
Apple's late CEO, Steve 
Jobs, the company sells 
a premium-priced iPhone 


that has been updated 
annually with new features 
since its 2007 debut. 

In an attempt to appeal 
to more budget-conscious 
consumers, Apple has 
been selling older models 
of the iPhone at discounts 
before phasing them out. 
The latest iPhones start at 
$199 in the U.S., but those 
prices are subsidized by 
wireless carriers, which fig¬ 
ure they can make up the 
costs through monthly ser¬ 
vice fees over the life of a 
two-year contract. 

The unsubsidized prices 
start at $649. That is prov¬ 
ing to be too much for 
many people looking to 
stay connected on the 
go, prompting them to 
snap up more affordable 
smartphones, including 
Android devices made by 
Samsung Electronics Co. 
and others. Google Inc. 
doesn’t charge for the 
Android mobile operating 
system, making it easier 
for device makers to un¬ 
dercut the iPhone. Apple 
doesn't allow rivals to use 
the iPhone’s iOS operating 
system at all. 

Android devices account¬ 
ed for 75 percent of smart¬ 
phone shipments during 
the three months ending 
in September, up from 
58 percent at the same 
time in 2011, according to 
the research firm IDC. The 
iPhone’s share stood at 15 
percent in September, up 
from 14 percent in the pre¬ 


vious year. 

Google says more than 
500 million Android devices 
have been activated since 
the software’s release four 
years ago. By comparison, 
Apple had sold about 271 
million iPhones through last 
September. 

Apple could fall further be¬ 
hind as it focuses more on 
markets outside the U.S. 
and Europe. That’s be¬ 
cause many households in 
some of the most promis¬ 
ing markets, including Chi¬ 
na, can’t afford iPhones at 
their current prices. Apple 
CEO Tim Cook, who took 
over the helm shortly be¬ 
fore Jobs died in October 
2011, is currently visiting 
China. “The Western mar¬ 
kets are saturated and Ap¬ 


ple has to look at emerg¬ 
ing growth markets and 
develop a product that 
meets the demands of the 
region and affordability,” 
said N. Venkat Venkatra- 
man, chairman of the In¬ 
formation Systems Depart¬ 
ment at Boston University’s 
school of management. 
Under Cook’s leadership, 
Apple already has deviat¬ 
ed from Jobs’ philosophy 
by selling less-expensive 
versions of its products. 
Late last year, Apple intro¬ 
duced a smaller model of 
its iPad. The iPad Mini sells 
for $329, or about a third 
less than what the latest 
full-size iPad starts at. Even 
so, Apple is still charging 
$80 to $130 more for the 
iPad Mini than similar-sized 


tablets, including Google’s 
Nexus 7. Analysts are divid¬ 
ed on whether a cheaper 
iPhone would be good for 
Apple. Some believe Ap¬ 
ple needs to expand the 
choices to preserve market 
share and sustain revenue 
growth. Others fear a less- 
expensive iPhone would si¬ 
phon sales from the premi¬ 
um model and diminish the 
company’s profit margins. 
That same concern raised 
by the recent introduction 
of the iPad Mini is one of the 
reasons that Apple’s stock 
price has fallen 26 percent 
from a peak reached in 
late September, just as the 
latest iPhone went on sale. 
Apple’s stock fell $8.21 
Wednesday to close at 
$517.10.Q 


Google to offer public Wi-Fi 
in New York neighborhood 


KAREN MATTHEWS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Google 
said Tuesday it is teaming 
up with a New York City 
neighborhood business 
group to provide the com¬ 
pany’s first urban Wi-Fi net¬ 
work. 

The network will be avail¬ 
able free to about a 
10-block area surrounding 
Google’s offices in Man¬ 
hattan's Chelsea neigh¬ 
borhood, where Google 
has more than 3,000 em¬ 
ployees. The area also is 
home to other tech com¬ 
panies, as well as high- 


end hotels and nightclubs 
and a housing project with 
more than 2,000 tenants. 
“Google is proud to pro¬ 
vide free Wi-Fi in the neigh¬ 
borhood we have called 
home for over six years," 
said Ben Fried, Google’s 
chief information of¬ 
ficer, who joined New 
York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer for the 
announcement. Google 
has free Wi-Fi in Mountain 
View, California, where it 
is based, and in a handful 
of cities where it has data 
centers such as Council 


Bluffs, Iowa, and The Dalles, 
Oregon. 

In New York, Google and 
the Chelsea Improvement 
Company are paying for 
the network, which cost 
$115,000 to set up and will 
cost $45,000 a year to op¬ 
erate. Wi-Fi, which allows 
for a connection to the 
Internet without the use of 
cellular service, would be 
free outdoors and in some 
indoor spaces such as a se¬ 
nior center. 

Schumer said it would 
make sense to wire the 
entire city, and Bloom¬ 
berg said Schumer should 



New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg speaks during a news 
conference, Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2013 in New York. 

Associated Press 


secure the U.S. federal 
funds to do it. The mayor, 
the billionaire founder of 
Bloomberg LLC, has tried 
to position New York as a 
high-tech center to rival 
Silicon Valley. Fried noted 


that New York is Google’s 
second-largest office in 
the world. “Second is not a 
word we like,” Bloomberg 
said. “You could make it 
your biggest office and we 
would be thrilled."□ 
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Wall Street begins to bite as earnings reports flow in 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
rose on Wall Street Wednes¬ 
day after U.S. corporate 
earnings reports got off to 
a good start. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average climbed 61.66 
points, or 0.5 percent, to 
13,390.51, its first gain of 
the week. The Standard 
& Poor's 500 index gained 
3.87 points to 1,461.02, and 
the Nasdaq composite 
rose 14 to 3,105.81. 

Having rallied after a last- 
minute resolution stopped 
the U.S. from going over the 
“fiscal cliff,” stocks are fac¬ 
ing their first big challenge 
of the year as companies 
start to report earnings for 
the fourth quarter of 2012. 
Throughout last year, ana¬ 
lysts cut their outlook for 
earnings growth in the pe¬ 
riod and now expect them 
to rise by 3.21 percent, ac¬ 
cording to data from S&P 
Capital IQ. 

“Maybe earnings expecta¬ 
tions were a little too low,” 


said Ryan Detrick, a strate¬ 
gist at Schaeffer's Invest¬ 
ment Research. “You don’t 
need to have great earn¬ 
ings, you just need to beat 
those expectations” for 
stocks to rally. Detrick said. 
Early indications were de¬ 
cent. Aluminum maker Al¬ 
coa reported late Tuesday 
that it swung to a profit 
for the fourth quarter, with 
earnings that met Wall 
Street’s expectations. The 
company brought in more 
revenue than analysts had 
expected, and the com¬ 
pany also predicted rising 
demand for aluminum this 
year as the aerospace in¬ 
dustry gains strength. Alcoa 
is usually the first Dow com¬ 
ponent to report earnings 
every quarter. 

Despite the better reve¬ 
nue number, Alcoa's stock 
performance Wednesday 
was lackluster. It traded 
higher for part of the day 
then ended down 2 cents 
at $9.08. Other companies 
fared better after report¬ 
ing earnings. Helen of Troy, 


which sells personal care 
products under brands in¬ 
cluding Dr. Scholl's and 
Vidal Sassoon, rose 2.7 per¬ 
cent, up 90 cents to $34.43 
after reporting a 15 per¬ 
cent increase in quarterly 


net income. 

Boeing was the biggest 
gainer of the 30 stocks in 
the Dow. It jumped 3.5 per¬ 


cent, up $2.63 to $76.76, 
following two days of sharp 
declines triggered by new 
problems for its 787 Dream¬ 
liner. Boeing said it has “ex¬ 
treme confidence” in the 
plane even as federal in¬ 


vestigators try to determine 
the cause of a fire Monday 
aboard an empty Japan 
Airlines plane in Boston and 


a fuel leak at another JAL 
787 on Tuesday. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note edged down 
to 1.86 percent from 1.87 
percent. Among other 
stocks making big moves: 

— Wireless network opera¬ 
tor Clearwire jumped 7.2 
percent, or 21 cents, to 
$3.13, after Dish network 
made an unsolicited offer 
to buy the company, which 
has already agreed to sell 
itself to Sprint. Dish rose 88 
cents to $36.85, and Sprint 
fell 9 cents to $5.88. 

— Online education 
company Apollo Group 
plunged 7.8 percent after 
reporting a sharp decline 
in fall-term student sign-ups 
at the University of Phoe¬ 
nix. The stock fell $1.63 fo 
$19.32. 

— Seagate Technology, a 
maker of hard-disk drives, 
jumped 6.6 percent, up 
$2.09 to $33.48, after pre¬ 
dicting revenue for its fis¬ 
cal second quarter that 
topped Wall Street expec¬ 
tations late Tuesday. □ 



Traders Todd Ingrilli, left, and Michael Urkonis, center, work on 
the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Following a premar¬ 
ket wave of red, investors began to bite as earnings reports 
started flowing in with better than expected results, giving mar¬ 
kets enough of a boost to close the day in the green. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


HSBC sale of $9.4 billion Ping An stake in jeopardy 


DAVID BARBOZA 
KEITH BRADSHER 
© 2013 New York Times 

SHANGHAI - The British bank HSBC’s plan to sell 
its stake in the Ping An Group is in jeopardy after 
the China Development Bank decided not to 
finance a large parf of the $9.4 billion deal. 

The state-run Chinese bank was expected to 
help the Charoen Pokphand Group of Thailand 
acquire HSBC’s 15.6 percent stake in Ping An, 
a financial conglomerate with longstanding 
ties to relatives of China’s prime minister. Wen 


Jiabao. But executives at the China Develop¬ 
ment Bank recently blocked the deal because 
the loan to the Thai conglomerate may have 
violated state regulations, according to people 
briefed on the matter. 

The bank is now conducting an internal review 
to determine how its executives nearly made a 
multibillion-dollar loan without proper approv¬ 
als. Such a huge financing deal may have vio¬ 
lated Chinese regulations that bar the use of 
bank loans to purchase substantial stakes in in¬ 
surance companies, a person familiar with the 


inquiry said. 

HSBC announced plans in December to sell 
its entire stake in Ping An to the Charoen Pok¬ 
phand Group. Part of that sale has already been 
completed. But reports surfaced this week that 
Chinese regulators were likely to reject the deal 
over the lack of financing. The reports were first 
published in The South China Morning Post. 

The uncertainty has weighed on Ping An’s 
stock. On Wednesday, its shares closed at 68.75 
Hong Kong dollars ($8.87), down 4 percent from 
Monday .□ 
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street briefs CEO expects US sales gains this year 


Boeing defends 
787 reliability; 
shares gain 3.3% 

NEW YORK (AP) — Boeing 
says it has “extreme con¬ 
fidence" in its 787 Dream¬ 
liner even as federal inves¬ 
tigators try to determine 
the cause of a fire that 
has prompted new wor¬ 
ries about the plane. The 
fire happened Monday in 
one of the plane’s lithium 
ion batteries. Mike Sinnett, 
Boeing’s chief engineer for 
787, wouldn't comment on 
that specific incident, but 
said Wednesday that the 
area around the battery 
is designed to withstand a 
fire. It’s is the latest glitch 
for a high-profile jet that 
has a lot riding on it, both 
for Boeing and its airline 
customers. Boeing has de¬ 
livered 49 of the 787s so far, 
and has about 800 more 
on order. Investors are ral¬ 
lying behind the company. 
Boeing shares gained 3.3 
percent to $76.54, after 
dropping 4.6 percent the 
two previous daysO 

Morgan Stanley 
to cut 1,600 jobs 
in senior ranks 

NEW YORK (AP) — The in¬ 
vestment bank Morgan 
Stanley plans to cut about 

I, 600 jobs, nearly 3 percent 
of its workforce, a person 
familiar with the bank said 
Wednesday. The cuts will 
focus on senior ranks at 
the bank. About half of the 
cuts will be in the U.S. Mor¬ 
gan Stanley’s investment 
banking unit has been 
asked to cut about 6 per¬ 
cent of its staff. Back-office 
functions, including human 
resources and communi¬ 
cations, have also been 
asked to cut staff. The per¬ 
son familiar with the mat¬ 
ter wasn’t authorized to 
speak on the record. Job 
cuts have become com¬ 
mon in the banking indus¬ 
try, which has been shrink¬ 
ing since the financial crisis 
imploded. In December, 
Citigroup said it would cut 

II, 000 jobs, and Bank of 
America has also been 
trimming jobs. □ 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — General 
Motors' CEO said Wednes¬ 
day that he expects the 
company to steal sales 
from rivals in the U.S. this 
year as its new cars and 
trucks gain traction with 
customers. 

Dan Akerson told report¬ 
ers that he sees a modest 
gain in U.S. market share, 
helped by the rollout of the 
Chevrolet Silverado and 
GMC Sierra pickups and 
two Cadillac sedans. He 
also expects the company 
to do well globally during 
the next two years. 

“The sun will be on our 
backs. These will be good 
years," he said. 

The 64-year-old Aker¬ 
son spoke at a morning 
roundtable with reporters 
in Detroit. After his positive 
forecast, GM's stock price 
reached a 52-week high of 
$30.28 before pulling back 
in the early afternoon. 
Despite turning big profits 
last year, GM stumbled in 
key areas. Its U.S. market 
share slipped from 19.6 
percent to 17.9 percent, 
the lowest share in recent 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Facing 
a certain backlash from 
Washington and beyond, 
American International 
Group won't be joining a 
$25 billion shareholder law¬ 
suit against the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment over the terms of 
its bailout at the height of 
the financial crisis. 

The suit was filed by Starr 
International, a company 
headed by AIG’s founder 
and former Chief Executive 
Officer Maurice “Hank" 
Greenberg. It alleges that 
the government took near¬ 
ly all of the insurer's stock 
as part of its bailout with¬ 
out giving investors proper 
compensation. The $182 
billion bailout of the insurer 
by the Treasury was the 
largest of the 2008 financial 
crisis. 

The timing of the suit could 
hardly have been worse 
for AIG. The company is in 


history and perhaps the 
smallest since GM was 
founded in 1908. GM's 
sales grew less than 4 per¬ 
cent in the U.S. compared 
with total industry growth 
of 13 percent. 

But Akerson said GM 
charged high prices and 


made good profits on cars 
and trucks despite having 
the oldest model lineup in 
the U.S. industry. GM has 
pledged to redo or update 
70 percent of its lineup in 
North America by the end 
of 2014. 

Chevrolet, which saw sales 


the midst of a “Thank You 
America” ad campaign to 
show its gratitude for being 
rescued from the brink of 
collapse. 

The prospect of the insurer 
joining the lawsuit had al- 



AIG logo from offices in 
Manhattan's financial district, 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 

ready triggered outrage. 
A congressman from Ver¬ 
mont issued a statement 
telling AIG: “Don’t even 
think about it.” 


rise 4.3 percent sales last 
year, should see bigger 
growth because of the 
new pickup trucks and 
other vehicles, he said. He 
predicted Cadillac would 
take market share from 
Mercedes-Benz, BMW, 
Lexus and Audi. Cadillac 


introduced an ATS small 
sports sedan and the XTS 
large sedan last year, and 
it will get new or updated 
versions of its other models 
this year. 

“I do think we'll grow faster 
than the market,” he said. 
“Certainly that's our hope 


AIG, which was legally ob¬ 
ligated to consider joining 
the lawsuit, demurred. 

“The Board of Directors 
properly and fully execut¬ 
ed our fiduciary and legal 
obligations to AIG and its 
shareholders," Robert S. 
“Steve” Miller, chairman 
of AIG's board of direc¬ 
tors said in a statement 
Wednesday. “We kept 
our promise to rebuild this 
great company, repay 
every dollar America in¬ 
vested in us, and deliver a 
profit to those who put their 
trust in us.” 

AIG nearly imploded af¬ 
ter making huge bets on 
mortgage investments that 
later went wrong. Regula¬ 
tors were concerned that 
if it were allowed to fail it 
would send shock waves 
through the financial sys¬ 
tem, which was already 
reeling as Lehman Brothers 
collapsed. 

Miller said in the statement 


and that’s our expecta¬ 
tion. I can’t guarantee the 
future any more than you 
can,” he said. 

GM expects total U.S. sales 
to rise to 15 million to 15.5 
million this year from 14.5 
million in 2012. 

The 64-year-old Akerson, 
a former telecommunica¬ 
tions and private equity 
executive who has been 
CEO since August of 2010, 
expects to be in the job 
next year. But he wouldn't 
comment beyond that. 
Also during the hour-long 
discussion at GM’s Detroit 
headquarters, Akerson 
said: 

— The company hopes to 
regain investment-grade 
credit status this year.GM 
is working with credit rat¬ 
ing agencies to raise its 
status from junk, where it's 
been since 2005. Akerson 
said the company’s recent 
$11 billion credit line re¬ 
ceived investment grade 
rating, showing that banks 
are ahead of the ratings 
agencies. Companies with 
investment grade ratings 
can borrow money at low¬ 
er interest rates than those 
with junk status. □ 


that the insurer had re¬ 
turned $205 billion to the 
government, resulting in a 
profit of $22.7 billion for the 
U.S. 

Since the financial melt¬ 
down, AIG has undergone 
a restructuring that has cut 
its size nearly in half. Its aim 
is to focus the company on 
its core insurance opera¬ 
tions. 

In 2010, the company spun 
off Asian life insurer AIA 
Group in Hong Kong’s big¬ 
gest ever initial public of¬ 
fering to raise $20 billion, 
which was used to pay 
bailout debt. 

In November, AIG report¬ 
ed a third-quarter profit of 
nearly $2 billion thanks to 
strength in its insurance op¬ 
erations and investment re¬ 
turns. In the same period a 
year earlier it lost $4 billion. 
The Treasury Department 
announced last month 
that it sold all of its remain¬ 
ing shares of AIG. □ 


AIG opts out of $25B lawsuit against US 



General Motors Chairman and CEO Daniel Akerson said 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013, he hopes the company regains 
investment-grade credit status this year. 

(AP Photo/Carlos Osorio) 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 1/03 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Desert fruit 
4 Monsters 
9 Upper limits 
13 Cain’s victim 

15 Piece of garlic 

16 Zone 

17 Eat 

18 Heavy volumes 

19 Male deer 

20 Mariners 

22 Bit of land in 
the ocean 

23 Dark blue 

24 Actor _ 
McKellen 

26 Suitcase 
29 Pops the 
question 

34 Happening 

35 Keel over 

36 Tit for _ 

37 Piece of 
jewelry 

38 Plays miniature 
golf 

39 Gerbil’s home 

40 Papa 

41 Migratory birds 
of Canada 

42 Fairy tale 

43 In a crazy way 

45 Found a new 
purpose for 

46 Piece of china 

47 _ and pepper 

48 Stylish 

51 Meanness 

56 Seldom seen 

57 Possessed 

58 Unprocessed 
metals 

60 Upon 

61 Depart 

62 African river 

63 _ over; 
stooped 

64 Lawn trimmer 

65 Make a choice 

DOWN 

1 Latest craze 

2 Wading bird 

3 Autry or Kelly 

4 Series of eight 
piano keys 

5 “Old flag of 
the U.S.A. 


6 Italy’s capital 

7 Hardly 
seldom 

8 Regular 
meetings 

9 Gambling 
house 

10 Drawing and 
painting 

11 Ring out 

12 Wise man 

14 Atilt 

21 Quick 

25 Likely 

26 “Rigoletto” 
composer 

27 Of birds 

28 Gives to a 
borrower 

29 Pushover 

30 Ceremony 

31 Punctures 

32 Large bird of 
prey 

33 Spirited horse 

35 Gas or coal 

38 Tiny opening to 
spy through 

39 Carefulness 


41 African 
antelope 

42 Collapsed 

44 Take; agree to 

45 Football player 
from Oakland 

47 Allen or Jobs 

48 Grouchy 
person 


49 Detest 

50 Press, as 
clothing 

52 Had debts 

53 Unexpected 
obstacle 

54 Threesome 

55 Sharp shrill cry 
59 _ up; arrange 
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Bullpen calls to go wireless? 


RICHARD SANDOMIR 
© 2013 New York Times 

The reserve clause is dead. 
And so are wool uniforms. 
There are no longer eight 
teams in each league. 
And the Houston Astros 
have departed the Nation¬ 
al League. 

Major League Baseball 
is now about to discon¬ 
nect the landlines that link 
dugouts to bullpens. Long 
after the rest of society 
embraced cellphones, 
managers and coaches 
will soon be able to discuss 
pitching changes on Sam¬ 
sung Galaxy S III phones. 
The 21st-century 4G dug- 
out-to-bullpen connection 
that is being created by 
T-Mobile USA as part of its 
wireless sponsorship with 
Major League Baseball 
was announced Tuesday 
at the International Con¬ 
sumer Electronics Show in 


Las Vegas. 

“This is baseball’s contin¬ 
ued push into the digital 
age,” said Tim Brosnan, 
Major League Baseball’s 
executive vice president 
for business. “It’s also about 
a very aggressive wireless 
provider that sought us out 
to create this unique com¬ 
munications platform." 
Baseball had not thought 
of a dugout-to-bullpen 
phone system in its talks 
with various wireless pro¬ 
viders about a national 
sponsorship over the past 
decade, Brosnan said. 

The wireless system will be 
tested at the World Base¬ 
ball Classic in Arizona in 
March; after assessing how 
it worked, and fixing any 
problems, it will be rolled 
out in the major leagues. 
Whether each stadium 
will have it in 2013 has not 
been determined. □ 


Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 
Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv@hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 


Tel: 532-06&7 7 M3-74S4 
Schd-f land str. 7D 


Stay 


extend y° ur 

7t3uii!i[y Apartments 



b Studio & Loft Apts. *RdPly Furnished 

"JCitcPien / A \rto f Coble TV Pool 

LeXx than 1 mile f ram Eagle Bfiachii A large Xupermarkel£ 
Fee I free to contact or vi'srt us. 

Mon - Fn: Sam-7pm. Sat A Sun: ^m-5pm. 



Esmeralda 17 

4 bedrooms with pool 
and apartment. 

This lovely home in North 
has a spacious layout, 
an U shape property with 
a swimming pool in the 
middle.Total construction 
305m 2 plus wooden deck 
of 21 m 2 , on 605m 2 land. 
With luxury kitchen with 
built-ins, carport, alarm 
system and storage area. 


OnhJ0^| 

Best & Solid Real Estate 



tint 


US $ 549. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

Divi Village 

wk 1 1 bedroom $4250 
contact USA 716-239-0633 
or donbar58@roadrunner.com 

198196 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-4000 

room 324 jan. 6-12 & room 207 
jan. 12-19 

e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

_ 198356 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 

2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $1200 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean pool 
view $1000 per week 
Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-4000 

room 324 jan. 6-12 & room 207 
jan. 12-19 

e-mail:jpenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

- 1 9 8356A 

CASA DEL MAR 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath ocean front 

Rm 1224 wk 2 $27 K 

lemmesell@aol.com 

Casa del Mar 2 br 2 ba pool/ocean 

side Rm 1318wk3$22K 

198359 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1111 Presidential Suite 
wk 1+2 $17,000 
contact (Aruba) 560-1288 
until 2/1/13 
(USA) 203-483-5700 
E-mail: costelli@snet.net 

_198362 

FOR SALE 
Casa del Mar 

Rm 1117 Presidential Suite 

wk 2 $17,000 

contact (Aruba) 560-1288 

until 1/26/13 

(USA) 203-421-3531 

E-mail: roberta.ambrose@att.net 

198362 


ARUBA 



Dl NOS E TAI 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare suite 
for rent in Aruba for wk 51 and wk 
52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 


FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time -ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wkl -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or mary Summers 

114364 


FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more info. 594-6639 

198193 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 

Everything's included in this 2 Br 
2 'A bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198153 

WEEK 52 WOW 

Divi Village Golf Resort 

Great ocean & pool view 
only $6950 

contact 564-2686 until 01/07/12 or 
z3837@yahoo.de 

198184 

FOR RENT 
The Divi Phoenix 

week 2 (jan 12th-jan 19th) 

2 bedroom sunset side on the 
beach 

For rent $1500 for the week 
contact #564-0937 
ask for George 

198190 


FOR RENT 

Costa Linda 

2 bedroom & 2 bath, lockout 
January 7-11 th $725 
Call: 566-2817 


FOR SALE 

Divi Phoenix Luxury 

1 bedr 1 A bath 4 sleep 

wk 2 $17,000 

new bed 5 fl. ocean front 

1 st and 2nd wk 

E-mail: 1fabor1@gmail.com 

or call tel. 586-6066 Room #753 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


L ORANJESTAD I 

ll,j 

i E 

1_ 

10 January 

)r. Esschendal 


Pharmacy on duty 


ORANJESTAD: 

m 

SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency £jJii& 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


DIES** 


Services 

Information 118 

Setar 582-5151 

Taxi 582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587-2300 

Service Aruba 583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Jan. 10 Tere Moana 
Adventure of the Seas 
Carnival Breeze 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Study: Billions of Earth-size planets in Milky Way 



This artist rendering released Monday Jan. 7,2013 by Harvard- 
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics shows the different types 
of planets in our Milky Way galaxy detected by NASA's Kepler 
spacecraft. 

Associated Press 


ALICIA CHANG 

AP Science Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Our 

Milky Way is home to at 
least 17 billion planets that 
are similar in size to Earth, 
a new estimate suggests. 
That’s more than two Earth- 
size planets for every per¬ 
son on the globe. 

Just how many are located 
in the sweet spot where 
water could exist is “simply 
too early to call,” said Fran¬ 
cois Fressin of the Harvard- 
Smithsonian Center for As¬ 
trophysics, who presented 
his work at an astronomy 
meeting Monday. 

It’s the first reliable tally of 
the number of worlds out¬ 
side the solar system that 
are the size of Earth, but the 
hunt for our twin is far from 
over. Despite the explosion 
of exoplanet discoveries 
in recent years, one find 


remains elusive: A planet 
that's not only the right size 
but also in the so-called 
Goldilocks zone where it’s 


not too hot or too cold for 
water to be in liquid form 
on the surface. 

The sheer number of Earth- 


size planets gives astrono¬ 
mers a starting point to nar¬ 
row down which ones are 
in the habitable zone. 
Fressin and his team came 
up with their figure by con¬ 
ducting a fresh analysis of 
data collected by NASA's 
Kepler spacecraft, which 
was launched in 2009 to 
track down other Earths. 
They estimated at least 
one in six stars in the galaxy 
hosts a planet the size of 
ours, translating to at least 
17 billion Earth-size worlds. 
Using a different method, 
a team from the Univer¬ 
sity of California, Berkeley 
and University of Hawaii 
separately came up with 
a similar estimate. They 
calculated 17 percent of 
distant stars have planets 
that are the same size as 
Earth or slightly larger. The 
findings were presented at 


the American Astronomical 
Society in Long Beach, Cal¬ 
ifornia. Meanwhile, the Ke¬ 
pler spacecraft continues 
to spot planets as they pass 
between Earth and the star 
they orbit. It found 461 new 
candidate planets, bring¬ 
ing the total to 2,740 po¬ 
tential planets, said mission 
scientist Christopher Burke 
at the SETI Institute. 

Most of the new Kepler finds 
were driven by discoveries 
of Earth-size planets and 
super-Earths. Four of those 
are thought to reside in the 
Goldilocks zone, but more 
observations are needed. 
Fressin said it’s clear that 
rocky planets abound out¬ 
side the solar system. 

“If you look up on a starry 
night, each staryou’re look¬ 
ing at — almost each one 
of them — has a planetary 
system,” Fressin said.Q 


Giant squid captured on 
video in ocean depths 



In this television image made from video recorded in the sum¬ 
mer of 2012 provided by NHK and Discovery Channel, a giant 
squid swims in the deep sea off Chichi island, Japan. 

Associated Press 


MALCOLM FOSTER 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — After years 
of searching, scientists 
and broadcasters say they 
have captured video im¬ 
ages of a giant squid in its 
natural habitat deep in the 
ocean for the first time. 

The three-meter (nine-foot) 
invertebrate was filmed 
from a manned submers¬ 
ible during one of 100 dives 
in the Pacific last summer in 
a joint expedition by Japa¬ 
nese public broadcaster 
NHK, Discovery Channel 
and Japan’s National Mu¬ 
seum of Nature and Sci¬ 
ence. 

NHK released photographs 
of the giant squid this week 
ahead of Sunday’s show 


about the encounter. The 
Discovery Channel will air 
its program on Jan. 27. 

The squid, which was inex¬ 
plicably missing its two lon¬ 
gest tentacles, was spotted 
in waters east of Chichi Is¬ 
land about 1,000 kilometers 
(600 miles) south of Tokyo, 
NHK said. The crew fol¬ 
lowed it to a depth of 900 
meters (2,950 feet). 

Little is known about the 
creature because its harsh 
environment makes it dif¬ 
ficult for scientists to con¬ 
duct research. Specimens 
have washed ashore on 
beaches but never before 
have been filmed in their 
normal habitat deep in the 
ocean, researchers say. 
Japanese zoologist Tsun- 


emi Kubodera, who was 
on board the submersible 
at the time of the encoun¬ 
ter, was able to lure the gi¬ 
ant squid with a one-meter 
(three-foot) -long diamond 
squid. 

All the lights from the sub¬ 
mersible were turned off 
while they waited. At a 
depth of 640 meters (2,100 
feet), the giant squid ap¬ 
peared and wrapped its 
arms around the bait, eat¬ 
ing it for over 20 minutes 
before letting go. 

“What we were able to 
gain from this experience 
was the moment of the gi¬ 
ant squid attacking its prey 
— we were able record 
that,” said Kubodera, who 
has been researching the 
giant squid since 2002. 
Other scientists involved 
in the expedition this sum¬ 
mer, which logged 400 
hours of dives, were Ameri¬ 
can oceanographer and 
marine biologists Edith Wid- 
der and Steve O'Shea from 
New Zealand. 

NHK said a high-definition 
camera was developed 
for the project that could 
operate deep in the 
ocean and used a special 


wavelength of light invisible 
to the giant squid's sensi¬ 
tive eyes. 

Kubodera said scientific 
research, technology and 
the right lure all came to¬ 
gether to make the en¬ 
counter possible, and that 
this case will shed more 
light on deep-sea crea¬ 
tures going forward. 

After more than a de¬ 


cade of going out to sea in 
search of the giant squid, 
he relished the moment he 
came face-to-face with it. 
“It appeared only once, 
out of 100 dives. So per¬ 
haps, after over 10 years 
of some kind of relation¬ 
ship I’ve built with the gi¬ 
ant squids, I feel, perhaps, it 
was the squid that came to 
see me.” □ 
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Black Keys, fun., Rihanna 
to perform at Grammys 



This March 12, 2012 file photo shows guitarist/vocalist Dan Auer¬ 
bach of The Black Keys performing at Madison Square Garden 
in New York. Associated Press 


Adele to make 
post-baby debut 
at Golden Globes 

SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
BEVERLY HILLS, California 
(AP) — Adele is coming to 
the Golden Globes. 

The executive producer of 
the show says the 24-year- 
old Grammy-winning pop 
star is set to make her first 
post-baby appearance 
at Sunday's ceremony, 
where she is nominated for 
original song for the James 
Bond theme “Skyfall." 
Adele welcomed her first 
child, with boyfriend Si¬ 
mon Konecki, in October. 
The singer has kept a low 
profile since announcing 
her pregnancy in June af¬ 
ter sweeping the Grammy 
Awards last February with 
six wins. 

Her single, “Skyfall,” will 
compete at the Golden 



In this Feb. 21, 2012 file photo, 
performer Adele arrives for 
the Brit Awards 2012 at the 02 
Arena in London. 

Associated Press 

Globes with Taylor Swift’s 
song from “The Hunger 
Games,” Jon Bon Jovi’s 
number from “Stand Up 
Guys,” Keith Urban's track 
from “Act of Valor," and 
“Suddenly" from “Les Mis- 
erables.” The Globes will 
be presented Sunday at 
the Beverly Hilton HotelO 


NEW YORK (AP) —The Black 
Keys and fun. will make 
their debut on the Gram¬ 
my stage next month. 

The Recording Academy 
announced Wednesday 
that the multiple Grammy 
nominees will perform at 
the awards, airing live on 
CBS on Feb. 10. 

Nominees Mumford & Sons, 
Taylor Swift and Rihanna 
will also perform. Leading 
the nominees with six nomi¬ 
nations each are The Black 
Keys' Dan Auerbach, fun., 
Kanye West, Frank Ocean, 
Mumford & Sons and Jay-Z. 
Fun. is nominated in all ma¬ 
jor categories, including 
best new artist and song, 
record and album of the 
year. Fun. will compete 


for album of the year with 
Ocean, Mumford & Sons, 
the Black Keys and Jack 


White. The 55th annual 
Grammy Awards will be 
hosted by LL Cool J.Q 


‘Twilight’ finale leads Razzies worst-of list 



This undated publicity photo released by Summit Entertainment shows, from left, Judith Shekoni, 
Tracey Heggins, Kristen Stewart, Robert Pattinson, Christian Camargo, Peter Facinelli and Casey 
LaBow in a scene from the film, “The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 2.” Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

“Twilight” finale had bet¬ 
ter reviews than the fran¬ 
chise's previous four mov¬ 
ies, but you'd never know 
it from the Razzie nomi¬ 
nations singling out Holly¬ 
wood’s worst of the year. 
“The Twilight Saga: Break¬ 
ing Dawn — Part 2” led the 
Razzies lineup late Tues¬ 
day with 11 nominations, 
including worst picture, 
lead-acting slots for Kristen 
Stewart and Robert Pattin¬ 
son, and supporting-acting 
nominations for Taylor Laut- 
ner and Ashley Greene. 
Other worst-picture nomi¬ 
nees are the naval action 
tale “Battleship," the family 
flick “The Oogieloves in the 
Big Balloon Adventure,” 
Adam Sandler's raunchy 
dud “That’s My Boy” and 
Eddie Murphy’s comedy 
flop “A Thousand Words.” 

A spoof of the Academy 
Awards, the Razzies an¬ 
nouncement came a little 
more than a day before 
Thursday’s Oscar nomina¬ 
tions. Winners for the 33rd 
annual Razzies will be an¬ 
nounced Feb. 23, the night 
before the Oscar show. 

The final installment in the 
supernatural romance in¬ 
volving vampires, were¬ 
wolves and a moody 
schoolgirl, “Breaking Dawn 


— Part 2” also had nomi¬ 
nations for worst director 
for Bill Condon, plus worst 
sequel, screenplay and 
screen ensemble. It picked 
up two nominations for 
worst screen couple — for 
Stewart and Pattinson and 
for Lautner and child co- 
star Mackenzie Foy. 
Stewart's worst-actress 
nomination came for two 
performances in 2012, her 
Bella Swan of “Twilight” 
and the title role in “Snow 
White and the Huntsman.” 
Earlier “Twilight” movies 
have been regular nomi¬ 
nees for the Razzies but 
have not come away with 
any key worst-of awards. 
But the finale seems to 
be the one Razzies vot¬ 
ers have been waiting for, 
the way Oscar voters were 
waiting for the last “Lord of 
the Rings” film, the one that 
finally won the big prize. 
“That's the analogy we're 
making, that this is the 
Razzies' flipside,” said 
Razzies founder John Wil¬ 
son. “This is our equivalent 
to ‘The Lord of the Rings.' 
It's our members' last 
chance to razz ‘Twilight.’” 
Here’s how Razzies orga¬ 
nizers described the “Twi¬ 
light” finale in the nomi¬ 
nations announcement: 
“The ultimate installment 


of the inexplicably suc¬ 
cessful series focuses on 
Shirtless Werewolf Jacob 
and his creepy relation¬ 
ship with the daughter of 
Sparkly Vampire Edward 
and Gloomy Goth Gal Bel¬ 
la. Together, the four face 
a final showdown that 
will determine the fate of 
Romantic-But-Boring Mon¬ 
sters everywhere." 

Sandler — whose “Jack 
and Jill” made Razzies his¬ 
tory last season by win¬ 
ning a record 10 awards. 


sweeping every category 
— remains a Razzies fa¬ 
vorite this time. “That’s 
My Boy” ran second with 
eight Razzie nominations, 
among them worst actor 
for Sandler and supporting 
actor for both Nick Sward- 
son and Vanilla Ice. 

Tyler Perry was nominated 
for both worst actor (“Alex 
Cross” and “Good Deeds”) 
and actress (“Madea’s Wit¬ 
ness Protection,” in which 
he reprised his cross-dress¬ 
ing title character). 


Along with Sandler, Pattin¬ 
son and Perry, worst-actor 
contenders are Nicolas 
Cage for “Ghost Rider: 
Spirit of Vengeance” and 
“Seeking Justice”; and 
Murphy for “A Thousand 
Words." 

Joining Stewart and Perry 
in the worst-actress lineup 
are Katherine Heigl for 
“One for the Money”; Mil- 
la Jovovich for “Resident 
Evil: Retribution”; and Bar¬ 
bra Streisand for “The Guilt 
Trip."Q 
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The new Star Wars comic is displayed at Fat Jack’s Comicrypt, 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2013, in Philadelphia. Associated Press 


Dark Horse, Wood start 
new ‘Star Wars’ comic 


MATT MOORE 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 

There's excitement brew¬ 
ing for fans of the original 
“Star Wars” trilogy. 

Writer Brian Wood and 
Dark Horse Comics be¬ 
gan a new monthly series 
Wednesday that focuses 
on Luke Skywalker, Princess 
Leia Organa, Han Solo and 
Chewbacca, along with 
R2D2 and C3P0, as they 
seek to establish a foothold 
for the rebellion in the af¬ 
termath of the Death Star’s 
destruction. 

Wood, whose previous 
comics include the ac¬ 
claimed “DMZ” and 
“Northlanders” at Vertigo 
and the ongoing “The Mas¬ 
sive" at Dark Horse, called 
the new series about the 
classic “Star Wars” charac¬ 
ters the only such series he 
could write. 

“I know the original trilogy 
best,” he explained, not¬ 
ing that George Lucas’ 
creation has spawned its 
own universe of expanded 
characters, books, comics 
and more. 

Disney has already an¬ 
nounced plans to revive 
the “Star Wars" franchise 
after the events of “Re¬ 
turn of the Jedi" in 2015. 
Milwaukie, Oregon-based 
Dark Horse has been pub¬ 
lishing “Star Wars” comics 
for more than 20 years. 
Woods called the new se¬ 
ries — illustrated by Carlos 
D'Anda — a way to exam¬ 
ine the events that trans¬ 
pired between the end 
of the first film, “Star Wars: 
A New Hope" and the 
second film, “The Empire 
Strikes Back,” by detailing 


the next, furtive steps for 
the rebellion and the Em¬ 
pire's efforts to stop it from 
spreading. 

“The basic approach is 
sort of how everybody, in¬ 
cluding the Empire, is kind 
of reeling from that battle 
in various different ways,” 
Wood said. “The rebellion 
is in need of a home base, 
Darth Vader is dealing with 
serious disapproval from 
the Emperor for having 
failed to stop the Death 
Star's destruction — he's 
actually been demoted!” 
Leia has lost her home 
world. Luke lost his fam¬ 
ily. Han and Chewie have 
seen their smuggling busi¬ 
ness hurt by their associa¬ 
tion with the rebels. 
“Everyone has suffered 
enormous losses,” Wood 
said. 

Wood said the challenge 
for the series is keeping 
track of all the story pos¬ 
sibilities, given the estab¬ 
lished mythology of the 
“Star Wars” universe and 
the sheer number of char¬ 
acters. 

“It's a big cast! The droids, 
Ben Kenobi is there, all of 
the Empire, too. It's a very 
large cast so that's kind of 
a tricky thing,” he said. 

And most readers already 
know what happened to 
the characters, good and 
bad. 

“It’s writing the story know¬ 
ing what the audience 
knows but what the char¬ 
acters don’t. Obviously, 
Luke and Leia don't know 
they're related — I can't 
ignore that,” Wood said. 
“It's a very enjoyable chal¬ 
lenge walking that line,” he 
saidO 


‘Gangster Squad’ to debut 
after reality intervened 



In thsi Dec. 15, 2012 file photo, from left, actor Ryan Gosling, actress Emma Stone, actor Josh 
Brolin and director Ruben Fleischer from the film “Gangster Squad,” pose for a portrait at the Four 
Seasons Hotel, in Beverly Hills, Calif. Associated Press 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

“Gangster Squad” direc¬ 
tor Ruben Fleischer was 
stepping out of the shower 
on the night of July 20 last 
year when he received a 
chilling phone call from a 
studio executive at War¬ 
ner Bros. There had been 
a deadly shooting at a 
midnight screening of “The 
Dark Knight Rises" in Au¬ 
rora, Colo. The studio was 
pulling the trailer for its 
“Gangster Squad” movie. 
The problem was that the 
preview, which had been 
scheduled to debut before 
some showings of the latest 
Batman film that weekend, 
featured a peek at a piv¬ 
otal moment in the 1940s 
true-crime romp when Los 
Angeles mobsters ruthlessly 
shoot into a movie theater 
audience. 

Thus began an arduous od¬ 
yssey to the screen of a film 
loosely based on violence 
60 years ago impacted by 
the real-life violence of to¬ 
day — from the Colorado 
massacre that forced the 
reshooting of a key scene, 
through the country’s 
mourning following the 
Connecticut elementary 
school shooting last month, 
to this week's replaying of 
the July theater horror in a 
Colorado courtroom just as 


the film prepares to finally 
open on Friday. 

Fleischer couldn’t initially 
process what was happen¬ 
ing in that moment when 
he was on the phone last 
summer but eventually, 
everyone involved with 
“Gangster Squad” agreed: 
The scene was just too simi¬ 
lar and had to be cut — 
not just from the trailer, but 
also from the movie, which 
was set for release two 
months later. 

“Many conversations fol¬ 
lowed that, and we talked 
about it and very quickly 
decided that the appro¬ 
priate action would be to 
take the scene out of the 
movie out of respect for 
the families who suffered 
that loss in the tragedy,” 
said Fleischer. “Because 
we didn’t know when we 
were gonna come out or 
what was happening, we 
decided we have to come 
up with a new scene." 

So the entire movie theater 
sequence featuring Josh 
Brolin's hard-boiled cop 
John O’Mara being am¬ 
bushed inside famed Holly¬ 
wood movie palace Grau- 
man’s Chinese Theater 
was excised from “Gang¬ 
ster Squad." 

For many of the film's cast 
and crew members, it was 
their favorite scene in the 
highly stylized gangster 


flick, which tells the tale of 
the real-life tussle between 
off-the-books LA police of¬ 
ficers and an army of mob¬ 
sters. 

“I was really impressed with 
Ruben (cutting the scene) 
because it was the best 
scene in the movie,” said 
Ryan Gosling, who plays 
reluctant squad member 
Jerry Woofers. “There was 
an alchemy about it. Ev¬ 
erything came together. 
It was the most cinematic 
part of the film because 
it happened in a cinema, 
as well, but there was just 
something special about 
it.” The scene was filmed 
over four nights at the real 
Grauman's and outside 
on Hollywood Boulevard, 
where the shootout be¬ 
tween the squad and the 
goons of mob boss Mickey 
Cohen (played by Sean 
Penn) spilled out. The icon¬ 
ic theater and surround¬ 
ing area was meticulously 
transformed for the action 
sequence with vintage ve¬ 
hicles and extras clad in 
period costumes. 

“It was really eerie,” Brolin 
said of the original scene’s 
parallel to the real-life 
shooting in Aurora. “I re¬ 
spected and supported 
the decision immediately. 
It's still a violent replace¬ 
ment. It just happens in 
Chinatown. □ 
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The Big Fail 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 
SAN DIEGO - It’s that time 
again: the annual meeting of 
the American Economic Asso¬ 
ciation and affiliates, a sort of 
medieval fair that serves as a 
marketplace for bodies (newly 
minted Ph.D.s in search of jobs), 
books and ideas. And this year, 
as in past meetings, there is one 
theme dominating discussion: 
the ongoing economic crisis. 
This isn’t how things were sup¬ 
posed to be. If you had polled 
the economists attending this 
meeting three years ago, most 
of them would surely have pre¬ 
dicted that by now we’d be 
talking about how the great 
slump ended, not why it still 
continues. 

So what went wrong? The an¬ 
swer, mainly, is the triumph of 
bad ideas. 

It’s tempting to argue that the 
economic failures of recent 
years prove that economists 
don’t have the answers. But 
the truth is actually worse: In 
reality, standard economics of¬ 
fered good answers, but politi¬ 
cal leaders - and all too many 
economists - chose to forget or 
ignore what they should have 
known. The story, at this point, is 
fairly straightforward. The finan¬ 
cial crisis led, through several 
channels, to a sharp fall in pri¬ 
vate spending: Residential in¬ 
vestment plunged as the hous¬ 
ing bubble burst; consumers be¬ 
gan saving more as the illusory 
wealth created by the bubble 
vanished, while the mortgage 
debt remained. And this fall in 
private spending led, inevitably, 
to a global recession. 

For an economy is not like a 
household. A family can de¬ 
cide to spend less and try to 
earn more. But in the economy 
as a whole, spending and earn¬ 
ing go together: My spending 
is your income; your spending 
is my income. If everyone tries 
to slash spending at the same 
time, incomes will fall - and un¬ 
employment will soar. 

So what can be done? A 
smaller financial shock, like the 
dot-com bust at the end of fhe 
1990s, can be met by cutting 
interest rates. But the crisis of 
2008 was far bigger, and even 
cuffing rates all the way to zero 
wasn’t nearly enough. 

At that point governments 
needed to step in, spending to 
support their economies while 
the private sector regained its 
balance. And to some extent 
that did happen: Revenue 
dropped sharply in the slump, 
but spending actually rose as 


programs like unemployment 
insurance expanded and tem¬ 
porary economic stimulus went 
into effect. Budget deficits rose, 
but this was actually a good 
thing, probably the most im¬ 
portant reason we didn’t have 
a full replay of the Great De¬ 
pression. But it all went wrong 
in 2010. The crisis in Greece was 
taken, wrongly, as a sign that 
all governments had better 
slash spending and deficits right 
away. Austerity became the or¬ 
der of fhe day, and supposed 
experts who should have known 
better cheered the process on, 
while the warnings of some (but 
not enough) economists that 
austerity would derail recovery 
were ignored. For example, the 
president of the European Cen¬ 
tral Bank confidently asserted 
that “the idea that austerity 
measures could trigger stagna¬ 
tion is incorrect.’’ 

Well, someone was incorrect, all 
right. Of fhe papers presented 
at this meeting, probably the 
biggest flash came from one 
by Olivier Blanchard and Dan¬ 
iel Leigh of the International 
Monetary Fund. Formally, the 
paper only represents the views 
of fhe authors; but Blanchard, 
the IMF’s chief economist, isn’t 
an ordinary researcher, and the 
paper has been widely taken 
as a sign that the fund has had 
a major rethinking of economic 
policy. For what the paper con¬ 
cludes is not just that auster¬ 
ity has a depressing effect on 
weak economies, but that the 
adverse effect is much stronger 
than previously believed. The 
premature turn to austerity, it 
turns out, was a terrible mistake. 
I’ve seen some reporting de¬ 
scribing the paper as an ad¬ 
mission from the IMF that it 
doesn’t know what it’s doing. 
That misses the point; the fund 
was actually less enthusiastic 
about austerity than other ma¬ 
jor players. To the extent that it 
says it was wrong, it’s also say¬ 
ing that everyone else (except 
those skeptical economists) was 
even more wrong. And it de¬ 
serves credit for being willing to 
rethink its position in the light of 
evidence. The really bad news 
is how few other players are do¬ 
ing the same. European leaders, 
having created Depression-lev- 
el suffering in debtor countries 
without restoring financial confi¬ 
dence, still insist that the answer 
is even more pain. The current 
British government, which killed 
a promising recovery by turning 
to austerity, completely refuses 
to consider the possibility that it 
made a mistake. 

And here in America, Republi¬ 
cans insist that they’ll use a con¬ 
frontation over the debt ceiling 
- a deeply illegitimate action 
in itself - fo demand spending 
cuts that would drive us back 
into recession. 

The truth is that we’ve just ex¬ 
perienced a colossal failure 
of economic policy - and far 
too many of those respon¬ 
sible for that failure both retain 
power and refuse to learn from 
experience.Q 



Risk-Taking And Poll-Taking 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

The U.S. military trains its fighter 
pilots on a principle called the 
“OODA Loop.” It stands for ob¬ 
serve, orient, decide, act. The 
idea is that if your OODA Loop is 
faster and more accurate than 
the other pilot’s, you’ll shoot 
his plane out of the sky. If the 
other pilot’s OODA Loop is bet¬ 
ter, he’ll shoot you down. Right 
now, our national OODA Loop 
is broken. We are doing some¬ 
thing crazy - taking the country 
back and forth to the financial 
brink to produce suboptimal, 
midnight compromises without 
any overall plan for how this will 
lead to growth in the world in 
which we’re living. We’re doing 
the worst thing a country can 
do - cutting taxes and spend¬ 
ing without a plan. Maybe you 
can grow without a plan. But if 
you want to ensure that every 
scarce dollar gets the biggest 
bang, you can’t cut without a 
plan. It’s deciding and acting 
without observing and orient¬ 
ing. It’s how fighter pilots get 
shot down. 

President Barack Obama, by 
his own admission, focused his 
campaign almost exclusively 
on the need to raise taxes on 
the wealthy, and the Republi¬ 
cans focused theirs on lowering 
them. But neither one offered 
fhe country what we need most: 
a description of what world 
we’re living in, what is new, and 
how we maximize our ability to 
compete and grow in this world 
- and then offering up a com¬ 
prehensive, detailed plan of 
appropriate phased-in spend¬ 
ing cuts, tax reforms and invest¬ 


ments in research, infrastructure 
and early childhood education 
to create more good jobs and 
the workers to fill them. 

What world are we living in? It’s 
a world in which we face three 
major challenges: responding 
to the merger of globalization 
and the information technol¬ 
ogy revolution, which is chang¬ 
ing every job and workplace; 
dealing with our mounting 
debt and entitlement burdens, 
driven by steadily rising health 
care costs and unsustainable 
defined benefits; and, finally, 
developing energy sources that 
can grow the world economy 
without tipping it into disruptive 
climate change. (At one point 
last week, the Senate approved 
a $60.4 billion aid package to 
help New York and New Jersey 
recover from Hurricane Sandy. 
If fully implemented, that would 
mean we’d spend on one storm 
all the new tax revenue for next 
year that the House and Senate 
just agreed to in the fiscal-cliff 
negotiations.) 

What each party should be say¬ 
ing is, “Given this world, here 
are the specific tax reforms, 
spending cuts, investments and 
policy innovations we need to 
grow our middle class, sustain 
our retirees and shrink inequal¬ 
ity.” Instead, we have no lead¬ 
ers ready to trust the public 
with the truth, so both parties 
are shooting themselves in the 
foot and our future in the head. 
As Matt Miller, author of “The 
Tyranny of Dead Ideas” noted 
in The Washington Post, “Re¬ 
publicans haven’t identified 
anything remotely equal to the 
savings we need. And because 
many liberals haven’t thought 
through the long-term budget 
implications, or wrongly assume 
that taxes can rise indefinitely 
or that the Pentagon can be 
shrunk to something less than 
a triangle, they resist sensible 
steps to slow the growth of So¬ 
cial Security and Medicare, not 
realizing that this course will as¬ 
sure before long that there isn’t 
any new money to spend on, 
say, poor children.” 


I expect nothing from the GOP. 
It’s lost and leaderless. I expect 
a lot from Obama, who knows 
what needs to be done and 
has said so in the past. I ex¬ 
pect him to stop acting as a 
party leader and start acting 
like the president of the whole 
country. When I heard Obama 
say, after the election, that this 
time he was going to take his 
plan to the country, and not 
make the mistake again of just 
negotiating with Congress, I 
thought, “Great, I can’t wait to 
hear what he says.” But all he 
took to the country was a plan 
for increasing taxes on “mil¬ 
lionaires and billionaires.” There 
was nothing comprehensive, 
nothing bold, no great journey 
for America and no risks for him. 
Really disappointing. 

Maybe Obama has a strategy: 
first raise taxes on the wealthy, 
which gives him the credibility 
with his base to then make big 
spending cuts in the next round 
of negotiations. Could be. But 
raising taxes on the wealthy is 
easy. Now we’re at the hard 
part: comprehensive tax reform, 
entitlement cuts, radical cost¬ 
saving approaches to health 
care and new investments in 
our growth engines. This will re¬ 
quire taking things away from 
people - to both save and in¬ 
vest. A lot of lobbies will fight it. 
Obama has spent a lot of time 
lately bashing the rich to pay 
their “fair share.” You know 
what? There are definitely some 
Wall Street bankers and CEOs 
who deserve that bashing. 
But there are many successful 
Americans who got their wealth 
the old-fashioned way - by risk¬ 
taking, going into debt to start 
a business or pursue a dream. 
It’s time for the president to do 
some risk-taking - to stop just 
hammering the wealthy, which 
is so easy, and to start selling the 
country on a strategy to multi¬ 
ply them. We need to tax more 
millionaires, but we also need 
more millionaires and middle 
classes to tax. The president was 
elected to grow our national 
pie, not just re-divide it. □ 
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The Korean American Community Foundation, seen hosting a gala, has raised more than $7 million since its founding in 2002. Affluent Asian immigrants are giving 
generously to universities, museums, concert halls and hospitals, but also to groups focused on their own diasporas or homelands. 

(Andre Maier via The New York Times) 


As Asian-Americans’ numbers grow, so does their philanthropy 


KIRK SEMPLE 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - About 800 
people gathered in No¬ 
vember in a ballroom in 
midtown Manhattan for 
one of the year’s more el¬ 
egant galas. They dined 
on beef tenderloin with 
truffle butter, bid on ski 
and golf vacations in a 
charity auction and gave 
more than $1 million to a 
nonprofit group based in 
New York. 

But this was not an old- 
money event. The donors 
were largely Korean im¬ 
migrants and their chil¬ 
dren. 

Members of a new class of 
affluent Asian-Americans, 
many of whom have 
benefited from booms in 
finance and technology, 
are making their mark on 
philanthropy in the United 
States. 

They are donating large 
sums to groups focused 
on their own diasporas or 
their homelands, like the 
organization that held 
the fundraiser, the Kore¬ 
an American Community 
Foundation. 

And they are giving to 
prestigious universities, 
museums, concert halls 
and hospitals - like Yale 
University and the Met¬ 
ropolitan Museum of Art. 
The institutions, in turn, 
are increasingly courting 
Asian-Americans, who 
are taking high-profile 
slots on their governing 
boards. 

SungEun Han-Andersen, 
a Korean immigrant who 
runs two family founda¬ 
tions and is on the boards 
of the New York Philhar¬ 
monic and Boston Univer¬ 
sity, said the philanthrop¬ 


ic impulse was for the first 
time becoming deeply 
rooted within her circle of 
Korean acquaintances. 

“I don’t have to ask for 
funds twice, because 
they're beginning to un¬ 
derstand,” Han-Ander- 
sen, a former manage¬ 
ment consultant and 
concert pianist, said. 
Pradeep Kashyap, an In¬ 
dian immigrant and for¬ 


mer senior executive at 
Citibank, described this 
shift as “the journey of be¬ 
coming American.” 

“They see their main¬ 
stream American peers 
giving, and they say, ‘I’m 
going to do that,’” said 
Kashyap, vice chairman 
of the American India 
Foundation, one of the 
largest and most success¬ 


ful of the new Asian phi¬ 
lanthropies. 

The Korean American 
Community Foundation 
grew out of a gather¬ 
ing of influential Korean- 
Americans in New York in 
2002. Unlike the American 
India Foundation, it de¬ 
cided to channel money 
back into the diaspora 
and help compatriots in 
New York. 


The myth of the “model 
minority" had created a 
blind spot that obscured 
social problems among 
Korean immigrants, in¬ 
cluding poverty, home¬ 
lessness, mental illness 
and the unmet needs of 
the elderly, said the foun¬ 
dation’s executive direc¬ 
tor, Kyung B. Yoon. 

“In some ways for immi¬ 


grants, the better off you 
become, the more dis¬ 
connected you become 
from your community 
needs,” said Yoon, a for¬ 
mer news correspondent 
for Fox who was born in 
South Korea and moved 
to the United States when 
she was 6. 

The community is now re¬ 
defining its “idea of suc¬ 
cess,” she explained. 


“We grew up with this 
idea that success is the 
more distance you can 
create between your¬ 
self and the pack,” Yoon 
said. “But it’s really about 
how much of the pack 
you can bring along.” 

At first, the group found 
little traction among Ko¬ 
rean immigrants. So it fo¬ 
cused on the so-called 1.5 


generation - those, like 
Yoon, who had moved to 
the United States as chil¬ 
dren - and among those 
born in the United States 
to immigrants. 

Since its founding, it has 
raised more than $7 mil¬ 
lion, disbursing about 50 
grants to organizations. 
Dien S. Yuen, a philan¬ 
thropy consultant focus¬ 
ing on Asian-American 
giving, predicted that the 
surge in philanthropic ac¬ 
tivity among Asians was 
“only a beginning.” 

“A lot of donors, when 
they first come through 
the door, don't even 
know they can do all 
these things,” said Yuen, 
a Chinese immigrant born 
in Vietnam who came to 
the United States when 
she was a child. “They 
don’t even know they 
can get a tax deduction 
for giving a giff overseas.” 
She pointed out that while 
family foundations have 
proliferated throughout 
the Chinese-American 
population - in the San 
Francisco Bay area alone, 
she said, there are more 
than 385 - until recently 
there was no commu¬ 
nity foundation devoted 
to raising money for the 
Chinese diaspora in the 
United States. 

In 2012, a group of Chi¬ 
nese-American philan¬ 
thropists, with Yuen's as¬ 
sistance, formed the Chi¬ 
nese American Commu¬ 
nity Foundation, the first 
of its kind in the country. 

“I think in the next three 
or four years, fhere’s go¬ 
ing to be huge growth,” 
she said, “because phi¬ 
lanthropy has become 
mainstream. ”□ 



Kyung Yoon, wearing sunglasses, the executive director of the Korean American Community 
Foundation, on the foundation’s float during the Korean Parade on 6th Avenue in New York, Oct. 
6 , 2012 . 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times) 










































